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A 
vibrant new London 
neighbourhood, one 
that will offer some  
of the capital’s most 
exciting new 

opportunities for living, working, 
shopping and learning, is taking 
shape in Shepherd’s Bush. But 
it’s an area many will already be 
familiar with, having featured 
on our TV screens for decades.

Television Centre’s circular 
main building – a Grade-II listed 
piece of mid-century modern 
architecture fondly known as 
the “doughnut” – has been the 
backdrop to hundreds of TV 
series since 1960. Presenters and 
comedians from Terry Wogan  
to Stephen Fry and Hugh Laurie 
began their shows with a dash 
through the familiar round 
courtyard and past the doorman 
into the recording studios.

It was the birthplace of many 
of the most popular and 
enduring shows on British 
television, including Doctor 
Who, Top of the Pops and Fawlty 
Towers and the place that was 
home to some of TV’s most 
enduring careers.

From the air, Television 
Centre takes the shape of a 
question mark. Its architect, 
Graham Dawbarn, doodled the 
mark on paper while seeking 
inspiration, then realised it was 
the ideal shape. Its heritage  
and status as a cultural icon  
are indisputable, but there is no 
question about the bright future 
of the development.

Television Centre broadcast 
its last programme in 2013,  
but now owned by property 
developers Stanhope, it forms  
an important piece in the 
reinvention of White City.  
Its iconic doughnut is to be 
converted into 432 apartments, 
and residents will have the rare 

BBC Television Centre’s great 
sequel is ready for its close-up
It has been a London 
landmark ever since it 
opened in 1960. But now 
it’s time for Television 
Centre, in the heart of 
White City, to take  
centre stage as the  
landmark of a newly 
renovated west London, 
says Zoe Dare hall

privilege of sharing a building 
with three live television 
studios. Prices will start at 
£700,000 for one-bed flats and 
peak at £7.5m for the four-
bedroom penthouses that will 
be released later in the year.

The apartments in the historic 
core will retain a strong sense  
of the building’s heritage. The 
Helios Courtyard apartments, 
which overlook the courtyard 
and statue of Helios, have 
aluminium-framed Crittall 
windows, deep window sills 
and, in many cases, high-ribbed 
ceilings. In the bathrooms, 
Stanhope has created bespoke 
heritage tiles inspired by the 
mid-century artist Edith Heath.

The design is about providing 
the ultimate in 21st-century 
convenience too, from 
underfloor heating and comfort 
cooling to walk-in wardrobes 
and wine chillers. Residents  
will have access to a 24-hour 
concierge and a huge range of 
leisure facilities, including a 
25,000 sq ft health and fitness 
club, a four-screen independent 
cinema and a private lounge  
and screening room. On the 
doorstep, there will be new 
delis, cafes and restaurants that 

are representative of London’s 
best independent brands.

On top of this, Television 
Centre will have 500,000 sq ft  
of premium office space – some 
of which is already occupied by 
the 1,250 staff at BBC 
Worldwide. Plus, there’s  
a new outpost of the private 
members’ club Soho House, 
which comes with a 47-room 
hotel, a rooftop swimming  
pool and terrace.

The redevelopment of 
Television Centre and its 
surrounding area heralds a new 
twist in the tale of White City, 
which first found itself the focus 
of global attention in 1908 when 
it hosted the Olympic Games 
and the Franco-British 
Exhibition, whose white 
pavilions gave the area its name.

Skip forward more than a 
century, and White City’s £8bn 
transformation is creating more 
than 20,000 new jobs and 5,000 
new homes – with 1,000 to be 
released in the first five years, 
and the remainder built in stages 
over the next 15 years.

The area’s overhaul will turn 
the urban district into a thriving 
place to live, work and play.  
The old railway arches that once 

restricted access to the area  
will be opened up to coherently 
connect White City’s various 
developments. 

And central London will be 
easy to access, with three local 
Tube stations nearby. White City 
underground station is on the 
Central Line and will whizz 
commuters to Bank in 22 
minutes, and you can change 
lines to be in Canary Wharf in  
32 minutes. The West End is a 
10-minute drive via the Westway 
(A40) and the new Crossrail 
station at Acton from 2017  
will provide quick access to 
Heathrow airport and beyond.

Westfield London, the nearby 
shopping centre that is home to 
hundreds of luxury and high- 
street stores and restaurants,  
as well as a 17-screen cinema,  
has already made the area a go-
to location for a new generation 
of shoppers. Its current £1bn 
expansion opposite Television 
Centre will include more than  
70 new stores, including a John 
Lewis department store, which 
is scheduled to open in 2017, 
plus 1,300 residential units.

The new-look White City  
will also be home to the £3bn 
Imperial West, Imperial 
College’s new 25-acre campus 
where technology companies 
will collaborate with start-ups 
and research scientists, and 
students will live in new blocks 
set around two public squares.

Television Centre represents 
White City past and future. 
Where TV guests once waited in 
anticipation in its lobby, looking 
at the mosaic by British artist 
John Piper, now the artwork will 
be admired by residents on their 
way to their new homes in this 
illustrious building. For 
Television Centre, this is the 
start of a brilliant sequel.

helios creed one of 
the helios apartments, 
above, a view of the 
courtyard and statue 
of helios, below, the 
cast of classic comedy 
Fawlty Towers, below 
left, and an aerial view 
of the ‘doughnut’, right
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The Helios Garden 
apartments are 
also to be found 

in the original Grade II 
listed circular building 
at Television Centre. 
But rather than 
overlooking the 
courtyard they wrap 
around the outside  
of the Helios building, 
giving views of the 
development’s private 
landscaped gardens 
with pathways,  
shady seating areas, 
ornamental trees  
and flower beds. 

Those higher up  
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The 80-plus Helios 
Courtyard flats  
in the first launch 

retain Television 
Centre’s mid-century 
heritage with a 
contemporary twist. 
Buyers can choose 
between palettes of 
dark grey, biscuit or 
light grey terrazzo.

The units have deep 
and high window sills, 
Crittall windows and 
high ribbed ceilings –  
a sought-after feature  
of Sixties design.

Further heritage 
touches include timber 

t h e
C r e s C e n t

The third variety 
of apartment 
available in the 

first phase of the 
Television Centre 
redevelopment are 
those in The Crescent, 
the newly built outer 
shell that echoes  
the curve of the  
Helios building.

There are 270 
apartments in The 
Crescent, ranging 
from £565,000  
for a studio property 
to £2.5m for a three-
bedroom flat in the 
first phase. 

Homes at Television 
Centre go on sale on  

23 April. Register your 
interest in buying  

a property at 
televisioncentre.com

As with the other 
flat types, there will  
be a set of Premium 
Collection apartments, 
priced at £3m-£4m, 
and penthouses 
priced at £5m-£7.5m, 
which will be  
available for sale at  
a later date.

The apartments 
feature large expanses 
of glazing, and 
balconies with views 
over their own private 
gardens, as well as 
Hammersmith Park – 
or both for those 
fortunate to have  
a dual-aspect 
apartment.

The feel of The 
Crescent’s units is one 

of modern luxury,  
with a light palette  
of pale oak flooring, 
sharply finished light 
terrazzo and storage 
cupboards in the 
kitchen and large 
glazed windows  
that open up on to 
generous balconies.

The use of similar 
flooring indoors and 
on the balconies gives 
The Crescent’s 
apartments a sense  
of space and flow,  
as does the use of 
sliding pocket doors  
to allow you to 
customise the layout 
of the flat and to add 
privacy where you 
need it.

will have wonderful,  
far-reaching views 
across west London.

To maximise these 
panoramas from  
their wide sweep  
of windows, the 
apartments have 
floor-to-ceiling  
glazing that opens 
up on to large inset 
balconies, flooding 
the flats with natural 
light and blurring  
the distinction 
between indoors 
and out.

The glazing lends 
these flats a more 
contemporary feel 
than the Courtyard 
apartments. Their 
sense of space is 

accentuated by the 
pale oak flooring, 
which has been 
laid diagonally to 
complement the 
curves of the building. 

The overall clean, 
crisp feel of the Helios 
Garden apartments  
is redolent of their 
mid-century origins 
and there are design 
features to match, 
including open timber 
shelving in the 
kitchens – along with  
a thoroughly modern 
wine cooler. 

Prices for the 
collection of two-
bedroom apartments 
in the Helios Garden 
start from £960,000.

door surrounds, dark 
bronze ironmongery 
and sliding pocket 
doors to increase the 
sense of light and 
space. Bathroom tiles 
pay tribute to the  
1908 Franco-British 
Exhibition that put the 
“Great White City” on 
the map. One exhibitor 
was Pilkington’s Tiles, 
famous for its art 
nouveau designs

Every flat has a lot 
of storage space, with 
timber-lined walk-in 
wardrobes in the 
master bedrooms. In 
many cases Jack and 
Jill bathrooms can be 
accessed from two 
different rooms.

Of course, the 
Helios Courtyard flats 
overlook the iconic 
central courtyard. 
Flats at Television 
Centre are bigger than 
typical apartments – 
one-beds are up to 
800sq ft, two-beds up 
to 1,500sq ft and 
three-beds up to 
2,150sq ft.

Stanhope’s aim is  
to attract buyers who 
want a cool home, not 
a run-of-the-mill rental 
investment. Prices 
start at £740,000 for 
a one-bed duplex  
to £2.5m for three 
bedrooms. many of 
the flats are adaptable 
for wheelchairs.


