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Iconic Clockwise from main picture, 
an artist’s impression of the new 
television Centre and surrounding 
area; actor peter Davison in 
hammersmith park as the fifth Doctor 
in Doctor Who; John piper mosaic 
mural in the television Centre 
entrance hall; tightrope walker Karl 
Wallenda walks across the television 
Centre in 1972 for Blue Peter; bbC 
television camera in a studio. Inset:  
tb huxley-Jones’s statue of greek 
god helios in the central courtyard.

below, from left, actor William 
hartnell – the first Doctor in Doctor 
Who – in his dressing room as a  
make-up artist applies his wig in  
1966; Fawlty Towers stars Connie 
booth, John Cleese, andrew sachs 
and prunella scales in 1975; comedy 
duo Dawn French and Jennifer 
saunders in 1983; House of Eliott stars 
stella gonet and Louise Lombard in 
1992; Craig revel horwood and Len 
goodman at the Strictly Come 
Dancing launch event in 2011. A
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Homes at television Centre go on sale on  
23 April. Register your interest in buying  

a property at televisioncentre.com

1970s
A period for vintage comedy, 
including Fawlty Towers, whose 12 
episodes were filmed from 1974-79. 
BBC comedy script editor Ian main 
showed he didn’t quite have his 
finger on the pulse, describing the 
first script as “a collection of clichés 
and stock characters which I can’t 
see being anything but a disaster”. 
Other comedy greats included  
The Two Ronnies, Porridge and  
Are You Being Served?

1960s
the doors of television Centre 
opened on 29 June 1960 and the 
first ever broadcast was First Night. 
In 1962, Blue Peter welcomed its 
first dog; a year later it awarded  
the first Blue Peter badge. william 
Hartnell filmed the original Doctor 
Who here, as did many of the 
subsequent time lords. Cult  
series of the sixties included  
The Likely Lads, Steptoe and Son 
and Morecambe and Wise.

1980s
An era of light comedy – French 
and Saunders and A Bit of Fry  
and Laurie – and the rise of the 
careers of Paul daniels, lenny 
Henry and Phillip schofield. It  
also heralded the start of more 
hard-hitting, factual and  
consumer programmes, including 
Crimewatch and Watchdog. 
Breakfast television launched  
here in 1983 with Frank Bough  
and selina scott.  

1990s
The House of Eliott was the last 
multi-camera drama shot at 
television Centre in 1994, as 
production moved on to film  
or single-camera video. Game, 
panel and sketch shows began  
to dominate including Knowing Me, 
Knowing You with Alan Partridge, 
The Fast Show and Noel’s House 
Party. Comic Relief’s first Red  
nose day telethon was televised 
here in 1988, raising £15m. 

the building was damaged by an 
IRA car bomb in march 2001 but no 
one was injured. the decade saw 
huge growth in the popularity of 
reality shows including Strictly 
Come Dancing. tV legends 
including sir michael Parkinson, 
Fiona Bruce, meera syal, Ronnie 
Corbett and sir terry wogan took 
part in one of the last programmes 
to be filmed there, Goodbye 
Television Centre, in march 2013. 

t
elevision Centre, the BBC’s 
iconic former home in  
west London’s Shepherd’s 
Bush, is as familiar to  
some generations of BBC 

viewers as their own living rooms. 
And soon, thousands will be able 

to call it home. The historic building 
is set to take on a new lease of life  
as a collection of luxury apartments 
and facilities designed to pay 
homage to its illustrious past.

The likes of Sir Terry Wogan,  
Jools Holland and Stephen Fry began 
their programmes with footage of  
them approaching the round 
building, known affectionately as 
the “doughnut”. For younger ones, 
the weekend didn’t begin until 
Phillip Schofield and Sarah Greene 
threw open the doors of Studio 7 in 
Going Live! And who can forget the 
legendary Blue Peter garden? 

Those who handwrote entries to 
BBC competitions as kids will recall 
the address decades on: Wood Lane, 
W12 8QT. Like Buckingham Palace, 
Television Centre needs no further 
clarification. To say “Television 
Centre” is enough for any taxi  
driver to whisk you there. 

When it opened in 1960, the 
building paraded the best in mid-
century modern design and many of 
its design flourishes were protected 
as part of the building’s Grade II 
listing, including the concrete 
doughnut itself, the “atomic dots” 
that appear on the exterior wall  
and TB Huxley-Jones’s statue of  
the Greek sun god Helios in the 
central courtyard. 

 As the world’s first purpose-
built television studio 
complex – and the 
biggest television 
centre in the world 
at the time – it 
was hailed the 
“Taj Mahal of 
TV”. But after 
53 years of 
producing the 
nation’s best-
loved shows 
and launching 
many of the 
greatest careers in 
entertainment and 
news, the doors of the 
doughnut shut in 2013.  

In 2017, they will open again in a 
new guise as a dynamic mixed-use 
scheme from property developers 
Stanhope, designed by Stirling 
Prize-winning architects AHMM.

As well as the 950 apartments  
at Television Centre, there will be 
500,000 sq ft of premium office 
space – some already used by 1,250 
staff at BBC Worldwide, the rest 
designed to attract creative 
businesses. Three television studios, 
including Studio 1 – the birthplace of 
countless cult series including 
Doctor Who, Fawlty Towers and Top 
of the Pops – will also reopen in 2017, 
so residents will delight in the 
knowledge that television is being 
made on their doorstep. 

The apartments at Television 
Centre are priced from £550,000 
for studios to £7.5million for one of 
the four penthouses. The first 432 
one- to three-bed apartments will 
officially launch on 23 April. 

After a sneak preview, many  
local residents in the borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham were 
instantly struck by the emotional 
link that they felt with the building 
and quickly signed up to buy. Some 
early buyers recalled school trips  
to Television Centre. Others began 
their careers there. One former 
producer on 1973’s Morecambe and 
Wise Christmas special has bought 
the flat that used to be his office. 

Owners of the Helios Apartments 
in the historic core will take the 
same route home that TV greats 

took through the Helios Courtyard 
and enter the main lobby that has 
welcomed so much talent for  
several decades. Now restored for 
contemporary living, the lobby 
retains the large Grade II-listed 
mosaic by British artist John Piper. 

There will also be a 24-hour 
concierge to receive deliveries  
and welcome guests.

A sense of heritage flows 
throughout the apartments’ design, 
too, with their palette of polished 
concrete and terrazzo, original 
Crittall windows and deep 
windowsills and ribbed ceilings. 
From the polished concrete flooring 
and terrazzo worktops to the bronze 
light switches and sliding pocket 
doors, there are references to 
Television Centre’s past. Stanhope 
has also recreated the mid-century 
look in bespoke bathroom tiles 
inspired by the American ceramicist 
Edith Heath, but combined nostalgia 
with modern touches such as 
underfloor heating throughout. 

The Crescent Apartments 
overlook the private landscaped 
gardens or Hammersmith Park. 
Owners will take in the verdant 
views through their large, curved 
floor-to-ceiling windows and 
individual balconies or terraces. 

In the 18 Premium Collection 
apartments, priced from  
£3-4million, four architects have 
come up with distinct designs.  
Pick between Coffey Architects’ 
minimalist vision, Haptic’s blond 
Scandinavian look, AHMM’s 
European-inspired design and 

Piercy & Company’s contemporary 
English luxury. The four 

penthouses, which  
cost between  

£5-7.5million, have 
been designed by 

AHMM, Haptic 
and Archer 
Humphryes 
Architects, who 
bring ornate 
character to 
these expansive 

residences. 
Every one of  

the premium  
and penthouse 

apartments is unique  
in its design.

There will be plenty to keep 
residents entertained on Television 
Centre’s 14-acre site, with facilities 
including a private screening room 
and a 25,000 sq ft health club and 
spa to suit all fitness requirements, 
from a soothing swim to hot yoga. 

The private members’ club Soho 
House will open a new branch at 
Television Centre in late 2017, with  
a hotel and a rooftop pool and bar. 
Surrounding the building there will 
be delis, cafés and restaurants that 
represent the best of London’s 
independent brands. Within a short 
walk is Westfield shopping centre. 

Not only is Television Centre 
changing, but so is the surrounding 
area. The development will be at the 
heart of London’s biggest and most 
exciting new neighbourhood. The 
£8billion transformation of the  
145-acre White City area is bringing 
more new homes; Imperial College 
has invested £3billion in a new 
campus and research hub of 
academic excellence and the area’s 
upgraded transport links will 
include Crossrail links at Ealing 
Broadway and Paddington. 

While the original purpose may 
have changed, Television Centre 
and White City will continue to be 
the centre of buzz and excitement. 
Maybe, as they look out across 
Helios, one of Television Centre’s 
new residents will feel inspired to 
carry on the legacy of the many 
great people who first set up shop  
in the building.

Your chance 
to buy a slice 
of TV history
A selection of  
incredibly desirable  
new apartments is  
about to come on 
the market in newly 
regenerated white  
City. Zoe Dare hall 
breathes in the legacy  
of this grand mid-
century development

1960
the year in which 

television Centre first 
opened its doors

950
the number of apartments that 
will be part of stanhope’s new 

mixed-use development 

5,000
the number of office workers 

expected to work in  
television Centre

2017
the year that studio 1 – home to 
Doctor Who and Fawlty Towers - 

will reopen in the complex 

£7.5m
the cost of one of stanhope’s 

luxurious penthouses at 
television Centre

£3bn
the amount that Imperial College 
has invested in its new white City 

campus and research hub

£8bn
the amount being invested  

in white City to transform the 
area and create new homes

450
the number of shops in 
westfield following the 

mall’s expansion 

47
the number of hotel bedrooms 
that television Centre’s outpost 

of soho House will have

1969
the year that BBC news 
was first broadcast from 

television Centre

For those looking for  
the nostalgia of many 
programmes past, the 

80 or so Helios Courtyard 
apartments range from 
£700,000 for one bedroom 
to £2.5m for three bedrooms 
and have iconic views of the 
circular courtyard and its 
focal point, the Helios statue. 

the apartments are 
located in the historic, inner 
core of the building and they 
retain many original features, 
including the aluminium 
Crittall windows with the 

original deep windowsills. 
Other mid-century 

touches include the timber 
surrounds to the doors and 
the bronze ironmongery.  

the bedrooms open up 
with sliding pocket doors to 
make the most of the natural 
light and there is plenty of 
storage space. 

the bathrooms have 
heritage tiles which hark 
back to the 1908 Franco-
British exhibition, when this 
area of white City was home 
to ornate stucco pavilions 

interwoven with canals. 
In some flats, you can 

enter and exit the bathroom 
by two doors – one leading 
to the bedroom, the other  
to the living area. 

In the kitchen, there are 
dark terrazzo work surfaces 
and large storage units, and 
the moveable island can be 
easily transformed into a 
dinner table for guests. 

the polished concrete 
floors are smooth to the 
touch and there is underfloor  
heating throughout.  

the 80 or so garden 
apartments at 
television Centre – 

which cost from £700,000 
to £2.5m in the first phase  
– wrap around the outer 
edge of the Helios and 
overlook the private 
landscaped gardens of  
wild flowers and winding 
paths that fringe the 
“doughnut”. when you  
want to feel part of the 
landscape, you can fling 
open the full-length doors 
and relax on the inset 

balcony that comes with  
all the Helios garden flats. 

with floor-to-ceiling 
windows and large 
balconies, their design 
makes the most of the green 
views and natural light. 

they are quite different  
in design and feel from  
the Helios apartments.  
the garden flats have a 
warm palette of pale wide 
oak flooring, which is laid 
diagonally to accentuate  
the curves of the building, 
and pale biscuit-coloured 

terrazzo surfaces in the 
kitchen, all enhancing  
the feel of simple and 
uncluttered space that 
embodies the clean lines  
of television Centre’s  
original design. 

In the two- and  
three-bedroom flats,  
the kitchens are fitted  
with wine coolers and  
open timber shelving  
– the perfect place to  
store cookery books in 
preparation for all  
those dinner parties.

this is the new outer 
shell that wraps around 
the historic Helios 

building and contains 270 
apartments ranging from 
£565,000 to £2.5million for  
studios to three-bed units in 
the first phase. many of  
the apartments in the 
Crescent look out across 
Hammersmith Park or offer 
uninterrupted views west 
from the balconies. sit out  
or relax indoors and soak  
up the views through the 
large expanses of glazing. 

the Crescent apartments 
are defined by light. natural 
light floods through the large 
windows and bounces off 
the white terrazzo worktops 
and the bright white heritage 
pattern bathroom tiles.

the kitchens are designed 
to be practical and pleasing, 
from their feature lighting 
and open display cabinets  
to the instant boiling-water 
taps available in the three-
bedroom apartments. 

with full-height balcony 
doors and sliding pocket 

doors, you can play around 
with the space, either open 
up the area to be sociable or 
close the doors to create a 
private workspace. 

Apartments at television 
Centre have been designed 
for living and are bigger  
than the norm. studios in  
the Crescent are almost 
500sq ft; one-bed flats 
average around 625sq ft; 
two-beds range from  
800-1,400sq ft and  
three-beds average  
more than 1,500sq ft.
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