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T
he Azores archipelago  
is one of the world’s 
premier whale and 
dolphin-watching sites, 
where 25 species of 

cetaceans either inhabit or pass 
through these waters on their 
great migration. The islands 
themselves are a nationally 
protected area.

Camilla was inspired to create  
a whale-watching tour when  
she had a visit from seasoned 
naturalist, Diarmid Doody. 

“Diarmid is both enthusiastic 
and knowledgeable, and he has 
led a number of our popular tours 
of the Azores. He came into the 
office and he gave me the idea 
that we needed to create a special 
tour, so our customers could  
have the amazing opportunity  
to see whales in this unique  
part of the world.” 

Diarmid has worked for more 
than 30 years as a professional 
naturalist and is also a natural 
history television presenter and 
wildlife cameraman and artist. 

“He was a really great point of 
reference because he’s an expert 
and knows the best times to visit, 
and the best places to see whales 
and dolphins. The waters around 
the Azores are some of the best 
for seeing sperm whales as the 
females and calves are resident. 
You can expect to see sperm 
whales most times on our boat 
trips; Diarmid has seen around  
50 of them so far. The waters also 
hold good numbers of other big 
whales such as fin, sei, Bryde’s, 
humpbacked and even the mighty 
blue whale passes regularly in  
the spring. Dolphins are spotted 
often and you can expect to see 

go whale watching in the beautiful azores 

Camilla reveals why she 
was inspired to create a 
new island-hopping tour  
of the Azores especially  
for wildlife enthusiasts  

It’s an area 
that’s been  
the subject  
of BBC nature 
films and 
National 
Geographic

common, bottlenose and Atlantic 
spotted dolphins, as well as the 
chance of encountering rare 
species and turtles.

“Diarmid will be hosting our 
whale-watching tour but he also 
acts as tour manager too. He’s a 
great wildlife spotter, just having 
him with you makes it so much 
easier to spot the whales because 
he knows what to look for, and  
he gives in-depth insights into 
what you’re actually seeing. He 
also gives fascinating evening 
talks on the tours, so our 
customers are getting the  
benefit of his expertise.

“The Azores are only just 
becoming popular with 
holidaymakers, who appreciate 

the incredible unspoilt natural 
beauty to be found on the nine 
islands. It really is a paradise. So 
we wanted to showcase the very 
best the islands have to offer.

“On this tour our guests stay on 
three of the islands: three nights 
on São Miguel, four nights on 
Faial and five nights on Terceira, 
and I’ve included whale-watching 
boat trips around the waters of 
each of these islands. By going 
from each island to different 
waters we increase the chances  
of encountering a greater number  
of species overall.”

As well as exciting boat trips 

spotting cetaceans, Camilla has 
planned a full programme of 
included and optional excursions. 

“The Azores are beautiful and 
full of history and unspoilt 
scenery so I wanted to ensure our 
guests get to see the highlights. 
I’ve planned an optional 
excursion to Sete Cidades a 
dormant volcano on São Miguel, 
which is incredibly scenic, and 
includes a visit to a pineapple 
plantation. There’s an included 
excursion to the village of Furnas, 
famed for its hot springs and 
geysers, and to Nordeste to seek 
out the Azores bullfinch, one of 
Europe’s most endangered birds.

“As well as island tours I’ve 
organised visits to the whaling 

museum at Pico Island and an 
optional bird-watching trip at 
Praia de Vitoria, a hotspot for rare 
trans-Atlantic birds, so there’s a 
lot to do, plus I’ve included time 
for our guests to explore at their 
own pace. 

“This tour is one not to be 
missed if you want to visit the 
best whale-watching destination 
in the world. There’s nowhere 
else like it, and it’s an area that’s 
been the subject of BBC nature 
films and National Geographic,” 
explained Camilla, “I think 
wildlife enthusiasts will get a  
lot out of it, especially with the 
expert help of Diarmid Doody.”

By Dianne Vanstone

into the blue Faial and Pico islands; 
sperm whale


