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CAN yOU TEll A STORy? The CUlSU Media Team are looking for talented: Writers, Journalists, Designers & Photographers.                         email cityoffline@city.ac.uk

CROSS: UNI IS SAFE 
DESPITE STABBINGS
DEAN of Students Malcolm Cross 
believes that the heightened police 
presence around campus will dis-
courage local gangs from coming 
near the University or its students. 
He said: “It has never been a safer 
time to be living in Islington.”

Mr Cross’ comments come follow-
ing the bout of attacks on City Uni-
versity students during a three day 
span in November.

On 2 November, a group of Mus-
lim students were leaving the prayer 

room facilities in the Gloucester 
Building when they were confronted, 
tormented, and finally assaulted by 
members of a local gang from the 
nearby estate, who began throwing 
bricks at the building and the stu-
dents, hospitalising one.

Students were attacked again, fol-
lowing use of the prayer room, just 
three days later. On 5 November 
at approximately 7.45pm, a much 
larger group - this time of up to 30 
youths - began launching fireworks 
outside the building. When the stu-
dents tried to leave they were again 
confronted and attacked, and as a re-
sult four were left with stab wounds 
that were later described as “non-life 
threatening”.

When police arrived on the scene, 
the students were advised to split 
into three separate parties and leave 
the area in different directions to 
avoid further confrontation. Unfor-
tunately, two of the groups were seen 
by gang members, resulting in more 
violence.

The students involved in the at-
tacks were fortunate to not sustain 
any critical injuries, but the brutal-
ity and scale of the assault has left 
the campus in shock, with the whole 

student body talking about what hap-
pened. 

In the aftermath of the violence, 
what is left is a sense of insecurity 
and even fear amongst those close to 
the victims, a mood the University is 
desperate to ease.

After the incidents, students had 
not been receiving uniform advice 
about the safest course of action. 
While the Islamic Society (iSoc) have 
been suggesting on their website that 
all female Islamic students leave uni-
versity by 4pm at the latest, the Uni-
versity have stressed the importance 
of continuing life as normal, while 
they themselves have upped security 
measures. 

On the conflicting advice students 
have been given, Mr Cross is diplo-
matic. “I think students are getting 
mixed messages. My view is that 
[leaving University early] is in the 
longer term unhelpful, but it is the 
individual’s choice.” 

Mr Cross added:  “A number of 
measures have been put in place to 
mitigate risk. We have been in col-
laboration with the police, and plain 
clothes officers are around campus.” 

Since the attacks, there has been 
an increased presence of uniformed 
police around St. John Street, with 
extra patrols in the area from 2-4pm 
every day.

Despite the University’s assuranc-

es of safety, all iSoc prayer meetings 
after dark have been moved to the 
hub on a temporary basis, until a new 
permanent home can be found. 

Mr Cross said that of course no-
body can guarantee a similar attack 
will never happen again.

President of the Pakistani Soci-
ety and iSoc member Arsalan Nas-
sar agrees with the movement of the 
prayer rooms. He said: “With the 
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Gloucester building on that corner 
you’re asking for trouble because it’s 
at a dead end. If we were coming out 
of the main building in Northampton 
square it would be harder to identify 
who was iSoc.”

Meanwhile tensions between iSoc 
and the University appear to be run-
ning high, despite the emphasis Mr 
Cross has put on a good working 
relationship between the two. The 
ill-feeling bubbled to the surface in 
a recent meeting at the university by 
Islington Police.

The aim of the meeting was to 
allow students and staff to come to-
gether with the police to ask ques-
tions and resolve concerns. 

ATTACKS

SAFETY

Left: 
a Q&a 
session 
with 
Islington 
Police was 
held at the 
university

below:
Gloucester 
Way. 
Students 
were 
attacks 
on leaving 
the prayer 
room. 

Continued on page 5
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NEWS

THIS MONTH 
2   | 

P-P-P-Poker Face: CULSU dancers take to Northampton Square to promote the newly formed Poker Society

website: www.culsu.co.uk
email:  cityoffline@city.ac.uk
    city.offline@googlemail.com

Staff:
jay bains
mandy Cohen
alisha haridasani
Saima jaffar
Rochaelle Lauren 
Seher mahmood

Saneeta mandil
dilan Raphiann
Kavi Shah
Sofia Sosunov
Pia Walter

Contributors:
hannah ali
Paul anderson
Natasha Caulzac
Nick hone
Kirsten jones
Frank mitchell
danielle Stacey

They did the monster mash: CULSU dancers after their performance at the Full Time halloween Party
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SCHOOL Reprsentation Officers 
and Course Representatives gath-
ered in Ten² at Representation Eve-
ning on 10th November.

School Representation Officers 
(SROs) vowed to solve issues and 
improve communication between 
students and staff.

  With many senior staff present, 
students were able to gain better un-
derstanding of who to approach with 
their issues. 

CULSU Vice President Khaleda 
Bhoshir organised the event to ensure 
students understood how the system 
works and to ensure their problems 
are brought to the surface. She said:  
“You could just give someone a pic-
ture [of their rep],  but it’s different to 
actually see the rep in person, where 
they can put names to the faces.”

  With the evening a much greater 
success than last year, David Bolton, 
Deputy Vice Chancellor believes 
the Student Representatives play an 
important role in standing for their 
peers. With the strong communica-
tion structure in place he said: “This 
will make it easier, because problems 
will be dealt with on a local level.”

Student officers mingled with 
their Deans for majority of the eve-
ning and discussed areas of change 
and improvement. 

Anna Tristan, course rep for  the 
Child Branch Diploma explained her 
peers miss out on activities based at 
Northampton Square as their time-
tables are different. She said: “It kind 
of feels we are little separate from the 
rest of the university.” Roberta Wil-
liams, Associate Dean of Learning 
and Teaching was aware of the issue 
and is hopes to work closely with her 
team to bring “everyone together.”

Students were then given sticky 
notes on which to write areas in 
which they feel need improving in 
their respective schools.

Arsalan Nassar, SRO for the School 
of Informatics is now in his third year. 
He has witnessed the breakdown of 
communication and wants to build a 
stronger bond between students and 
staff. He said: “My aim is to make 
sure people know I’m there to help 
solve their problems.”

By Heena Tailor

STUDENTS MEET AND GREET STAFF 
AT REPRESENTATION EVENING

GOT a voice that gives Mariah a run 
for her money? Or moves that put 
Diversity to shame? This is the place 
you need to take your talent to. 

Asian Unsigned is a newly 
launched talent competition for un-
signed solo stars and groups in the 
British Asian community with a gift 
for singing or dancing. The aim of it is 
simple: to discover new acts and help 
them  to develop their talent to create 
a successful career within the British 
entertainment industry. There is also 
a prize of £1,000 for the winner.

The project is part of registered 
UK performing arts charity UK Un-
signed. It is the same project in which 
X-Factor 2006 winner Leona Lewis 
was a contestant in until 2005. Brit-
ain’s Got Talent 2009 dance group 
Flawless were also participants. Proj-
ect Manager Sandeep Vadgama said: 
“We are very excited with the launch 
of Asian Unsigned and hope it follows 
the same success that UK Unsigned 
has enjoyed over the past decade. We 
want to get as many people involved 
in this and get Asians out there in the 
mainstream entertainment industry. 
There’s a lot of pressure for Asians 
to become doctors, lawyer or engi-

neers but not all of us are destined 
to be one. We want to help those that 
aren’t.” 

The competition has been broken 
down into two categories: singing 
and dancing. For singing, contestants 
will be asked to sing Bhangra, R&B, 
Bollywood, MC/Rap or Pop. For 
dancing the main categories will be 
Bollywood, Pop, Street or Bhangra.

The overall best performance act 
will win the prize of £1000 as well as 
a chance of being scouted by record 
labels. Contestants will also have a 
chance of recording their first track 
with Bhangra DJ and Producer Jus 
Ritz, who has worked alongside art-
ists such as Ginuwine and Dr Zeus.

Events will be taking place at vari-
ous locations in London, Manchester 
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and Leicester, with the first auditions 
taking place in January 2010. The live 
auditions, where contestants will per-
form on stage, in front of an audience, 
will take place in February through to 
July where the judges will decide who 
goes through to semi-finals and ulti-
mately the finals. These will be held 
alongside the UK Unsigned finals at 
the Hackney Empire in East London 
in July 2010.

ASIAN UNSIGNED
By Saima Jaffar

School of Arts: 
Gemma Meredith
CASS Business School: 
Marmar Naggari
School of Informatics: 
Arsalan Nassar
School of Community 
Health Sciences: 
Calum Holden Cooper
School of Law: 
Saad Butt
School of Social Sciences: 
Imran Ali
School of Engineering 
and Mathematical Sci-
ences: 
Vaibhav Negi

SCHOOl REPRESENTATION OFFICERS
maKE a NoTE: Student highlighing areas of improvement

ThE TEam: SRos and Course Representatives

Heena Tailor 
asks students: 
who is your 
favourite 
X-Factor judge 
and why?

Caged up: Dracula finds himself behind bars at the Full Time Halloween Party

Editor-in-chief:
Jonross Swaby

Assistant editor:
heena Tailor

“Simon Cowell. 
He’s honest and 
blunt.”
Abbas 

Alighanbari, BSc 

Maths, Finance  

and Economics

“Simon Cowell. I 
idolize him. He’s 
rich and good-
looking ”
Prab Baxi, BSc Maths, 

Finance and Economics

  
“Cheryl Cole, 
because 
she’s fit and 
sympathetic.” 
Sabrina Cohen – BA 

Socilogy and Crimnology

“louis Walsh. 
He is old, funny 
and his accent is 
pretty cool.” 
Mehdi Abdullah, 

Radiography

 

“Cheryl Cole. She 
is beautiful to 
look at.”
 Ozkan yilmaz – BSc 

Economics
 

“Simon Cowell. 
He’s the only 
one with enough 
experience.”
Monira Begum, BA 

Journalism

Have you taken photos at a City University event? 
Email them to us at cityoffline@googlemail.com, 
or MMS to 07989 747 057* - and don’t forget to 
say your name, course and where you took the pic!
*standard mobile charges apply

Do you have what it takes? 

If you think you could be the next 
Jay Sean or MIA, contact Sand-
eep Vadgama on 07575 605 725 
or sandeep@asianunsigned.co.uk 
by 23 December 2009. 



A ZOMBIE was seen running 
through the corridors of the College 
Building on Tuesday 18 November.

Covered in blood, the zombie 
chased its victims all the way from the  
Journalism department through to 
Northampton Square, leaving pass-
ers-by struck speechless.

Shocked Andy Edmunds said: 
“I’m an innocent Irish fella and 
there was a zombie. We  don’t 
know what happened but we 
now have a person missing.” 

THE POD closed for one day  
after temperatures fell below safe 
standards for  working conditions.

Staff were moved to the Student  
Centre when the heating in The Hub 
stopped working on Tuesday 10th 
November.

Punit Bharadwa, staff member 
said: “The heating wasn’t working 
so staff had to put their coats on. It 
was still too cold so they closed up & 
went to the Student Centre.”
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THOUSANDS of people dressed in 
blue will flow through the streets of 
central London on Saturday 5 De-
cember.

The Wave, a carnival-style demon-
stration has been organised by Stop 
Climate Chaos Coalition, in support 
of action on climate change.

It comes ahead of United Nations 
climate talks in Copenhagen in De-
cember where representatives from 
192 countries will hold two weeks of 
talks to establish a new global agree-
ment on climate change.

The procession will begin at 12pm 
from Grosvenor Square in London 
with a finale tak-
ing place at 3pm 
as demonstra-
tors encircle the 
Houses of Par-
liament. 

The Coalition 
is demanding 
practical action 
by the UK to 
prevent global 
warming rising 
higher than the 
two degree dan-
ger threshold.

Director of 
Stop Climate 
Chaos Coalition 
(SCCC) , Ashok 
Sinha said: “The 
Wave will send 
a strong mes-
sage to Gordon 
Brown that peo-
ple in the UK 
want to see their 
government do 
all that’s need-
ed to deliver a 
strong and fair 
deal, that puts 
poor people and 
the planet first at  
Copenhagen.”

The SCCC 
represents over 

100 UK organisations, from the 
Women’s Institute to Oxfam and 
Unison. All are demanding an end 
to dirty coal, and a fair  international 
climate change deal that will protect 
vulnerable communities.

National Union of Students is also 
supporting The Wave.

NUS Vice President for Society 
and Citizenship, Susan Nash, said: 
“NUS is proud to unite with the Stop 
Climate Chaos Coalition for the 
global march. Students and young 
people have played a central role in 
the fight against destructive climate 
change, and we urge the UK govern-
ment to listen to our calls for a fair 
deal at Copenhagen.”

 For more information or to 

UNIVERSITIES HElP BOOST ECONOMy
UK universities have been applaud-
ed for the £59 billion they generate 
for the economy.

A report produced by the Univer-
sity of Strathclyde, for Universities 
UK (UUK) has placed the higher 
education sector ahead of pharma-
ceutical, advertising, agricultural and 
postal industries in generating wealth 
for the country.

The report found that in 2007/8 
the higher education sector offered 
over 668,500 full time jobs and the 
revenue earned by universities was 
about £23.4 billion. 

Lord Mandelson, Secretary of 

State for Business, Innovation & 
Skills, said: “Universities are critical 
to this country’s economic perfor-
mance. This importance will only 
grow over the next decade which is 
why we are publishing a blueprint for 
the future of higher education and 

the role it will play in securing the 
country’s long term prosperity.”

General secretary at University 
College Union, Sally Hunt, said: 
“Our higher education sector should 
be celebrated for all the work it does. 
Staff are educating more students 
than ever before and the sector is 
generating considerable sums for the 
economy. 

“However it is still under threat. 
This year we’ve seen government 
budget cuts and the higher educa-
tion framework for a future where 
students will become more like con-
sumers than learners.

“We have to ensure that the experts 
have a proper say in the future of our 

SEA OF BlUE PlEDGES TO  
WASH OUT ClIMATE CHANGE

higher education system. It is abso-
lutely vital that the imminent review 
into the future of higher education 
funding properly listens to those on 
the front line doing all the successful 
hard work at the moment.”

Professor Steve Smith, President 
of Universities UK, said: “These fig-
ures show that the higher education 
sector is one of the UK’s most valu-
able industries. Our universities are 
unquestionably an outstanding suc-
cess story for the economy.

“Universities have increased their 
impact by over £15 billion since 2004, 
and employ 1% of the UK workforce. 
Across a range of activities, univer-
sities, through their dedicated staff, 

are doing more than ever to support 
the wider economy. With growing 
pressures on public spending and 
with the all-important debate about 
university funding about to start, it’s 
crucial that we recognise the growing 
importance of higher education to 
the health of the economy.”

Professor Smith added: “We must 
not forget either about the non-eco-
nomic benefits that universities pro-
vide. Universities open their doors 
to business and local communities, 
providing space for public debate, ac-
cess to art, music, theatre and sports 
facilities. This social and cultural 
contribution to national life should 
not be underestimated either.”

ZOMBIE ATTACKS 
CITy STUDENTS

TEMPERATURES 
FREEZE THE HUB

EXAM TIMETABlE
THE JANUARY exam period is 
from 11 to 22 January 2010.

The timetable has been posted in 
the College Building and can also be 
accessed online at www.city.ac.uk/
exam-timetables.

Teaching will then recommence  
on 24 January 2010.

The Exams Office is offering ad-
vice to students to help them in their  
preparation. They can be contacted 
via the City University website.

By Kavi Shah

By Kavi Shah
get involved  go to www.nus.org.
uk/en/Campaigns/Green-Zone/
The-wave-come-together-to-stop- 
climate-chaos/

 
 
 
RELOCATION of the prayer rooms 
will help students feel safer when 
leaving university said Director of 
Services for Students John Tibble.

Students will now be exiting onto 
Northampton Square he said: “When 
students come out of the Glouces-
ter Building, they are not on a main 
road. Now they will come out just 
like any other student. It won’t make 
them a target.

“You only need something to hap-
pen once to make people feel ap-
prehensive and come out (of prayer 
rooms) looking over your shoulder.”

After the attacks on the 2 and 5 
November, temporary prayer rooms 
have been set up whilst long terms 
plans are in the design stages.

Plans to relocate and re-redesign 
were always on the university plans, 
but they have now been given top 
priority over other matters and will 
be taking place soon. Serious talks 
are currently undergoing with the 
Islamic Society to create new prayer 
rooms as well as catering for other 
faiths. It is important to get the plans 

correctly in place avoiding any con-
flict between students.

Tibble is determined to create a fa-
cility for all faiths. He said: “We want 
to design something which is based 
around spirituality and well-being.

“It will be a place where people 
who wish to pray can do so, but also 
for people who just want to be in a 
quiet space and have some time out.”

When the Gloucester Building 
was allocated as the prayer room it 
was only because it was an empty 
space at the time. 

Tibble urged that although Sisters 
have been told to leave university 
ground by 4pm, all students need to 
be alert at all times. He said: “Men 
telling women what to do is patronis-
ing and causes unnecessary anxiety.

“I can understand why people 
want to say that but there are actually 
more police are patrolling the area.”

The university also plan to have an 
annual keep safe campaign. Tibble be-
lieves timing is key and both staff and 
students need to be reminded about 
safety on an annual basis. He said: 
“The trigger should be when the clocks 
go back and it gets darker earlier.”                                                                                                                                        

TIBBlE TAKES 
SERIOUS ACTION

Crime rates in the Capital have reduced in 
the past year, but does that really mean we 
are safe? Here are our top tips to keep your-
self safe, as well as others around you.

1Try to stick to busy main roads as much 
as possible when walking, no matter 
what time of day.

2Try and stay seen by others and wear 
bright or luminous clothing (without 
being a fashion victim.)

3Let someone know where you are at all 
times. Even if it’s just a phone call, it’s 
worth it.

4Never walk off alone when it’s dark. 
Now that winter time is here, days are 
shorter which means less daylight. Pro-

tect yourself and others by staying in a group 
rather than by going off by yourself.

5Since childhood we’ve always been 
taught to ‘never talk to strangers’. The 
same rule still applies. Take no chanc-

es with any individual because you’ll never 
know what will happen next.

KEEP SAFE

6Keep valuables out of sight. Don’t give 
any one  the option to see you as a tar-
get.

7Don’t have your iPod volume up to 
a point where you can’t hear what’s  
surrounding you. 

8Make sure you have some important  
numbers on speed dial and plan your 
journey ahead.

below: The previous Stop Climate 
Chaos meeting in july 2009.

Continued from front page

SECURITy STEPPED 
UP AROUND CITy

In a previous demonstration thousands turned out to raise their blue hands against climate change

TEN uprooted tree trunks from a 
tropical rainforest in Ghana were 
blessed by two tribal leaders from 
Brazil in Trafalgar Square on 19  
November, as part of the Ghost  
Forest campaign against deforesta-
tion and climate change.

The tree trunks were used to  
symbolise rainforests around the 
world threatened by these issues.

GHOST FOREST

By Heena Tailor  
and Seher Mahmood

CITY University’s first Poker  
Society came into being this month 
with a recruitment drive supported 
by the dance society and a large 
stretch hummer.

 Around 12 dancers strutted and 
spun to Lady Ga Ga’s poker face which 
played just about loudly enough from 
the enormous vehicle.

Justin Teo, the newly crowned 
President of the Poker Society, said: 
“We have been trying to get this  
going for a couple of years but  

previous efforts have fallen at the first 
hurdle. Gambling is controversial 
but this Poker Society is not about  
gambling. It is about analytical, sta-
tistical and psychological game play.”

Justin announced the society’s  
inception with a short speech and of-
fered the first ten people to sign up in 
the limo, a glass of champagne.

Pawel Czerwinski, a third year  
International Politics undergraduate, 
said: “I started playing on the inter-
net and found it fun but couldn’t find 
anywhere to play face to face. Cass  
Business school has a poker club so 

CITy UNI STUDENTS 
GO GAGA OVER POKER
By Frank Mitchell

why not us. We want to play poker 
too.”

The poker society will hold No 
Limit Hold Em’ tournaments in ten 
squared for a £5 entry fee and the 
participants winnings will be capped 
to £100.

New members will also be briefed 
on non-gambling policies, as well 
as officials to monitor the games for 
signs of pure gambling.

If students are found to be break-
ing the rules in terms of illegal side 
betting they will be disqualified from 
the game.

Nikhil Cumlajee, Student Union 
President, said: “The Student Union 
does not condone gambling, and 
none of our budget is being used to 
play poker, but we are in the job of 
providing what students want. In 
this case, we have a legal, licensed 
alternative to poker in an unlicensed 
premise like the library. It allows us 
to offer a controlled experience.”

dancers get their poker face on

However the mood turned sour 
when one iSoc member questioned 
the University’s alleged threat of 
“consequences” against any iSoc 
statement not first approved by City 
themselves. This appeared to be a se-
rious bone of contention with all Uni-
versity staff involved in working with 
the society - they vehemently denied 
the allegation and stressed that they 
did not only do such a thing, but in 
fact they openly encouraged any or 
all information regarding the event 
to come to the surface in order to 
help with police enquiries.

The meeting also brought to light 
concerns about the safety of students 
and the continued presence of intim-
idating groups in the area. 

Acting Vice-Chancellor Julius 
Weinberg reminded the meeting of 
the limitations of City’s security forc-
es: “We have increased our patrols 
around the university, but our secu-
rity force is: a) not very large, and b) 
just around the university - they don’t 
have the right to do anything out on 
the streets.”

However Mr Weinberg also 
stressed that City University need not 
feel scared to walk around the local 
area. While both attacks have been 

roundly condemned and security in-
creased, residents of the area feel that 
the incidents were isolated.

BA Journalism student Gurpreet 
Panesar lives close to the incidents, 
and even saw one attack from her 
flat, but says that she has never had 
any bad experiences with the youths:

“They can be quite intimidating, 
because there are so many of them, 
but they’re quite nice to us. At night 
you can hear them running around 
the stairs, but we haven’t had any 
problems.”

Chief Superintendent of Islington 
Police Mike Wise also attended the 
panel with some of his force and Pro-
fessor Weinberg. He had this piece of 
advice for any students that may find 
themselves in danger in the future: 
“If you feel threatened or you witness 
an assault, you phone 999. That’s how 
you get the quickest response, and 
when you phone 999 you need to be 
clear about where you are.”

Do you have any information 
about the identity of the zombie or 
can help us track it down? Contact 
us at: city.offline@googlemail.com

mandelson praises universities

Above: A sign put up by the Islamic Society this month

A Poker Society officer puts up their signage on top of the limousine

If you were in the area and saw 
either of the incidents on Mon-
day 2 November or Thursday 5 
November, or have any other 
evidence, please call Islington 
Police on 0207 421 0218.
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YouGov finds 52% against raising tuition fees
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A YOUGOV poll has revealed that 
the public oppose new proposals to 
increase university fees.

This comes as the Government 
prepare to launch a review into the 
future of higher education funding.

Results from the poll, which 
sampled 2,152 adults, showed that 
over half of the people surveyed (52 
per cent) want to see fees abolished, 
59 per cent believe that lecturers 
should be represented within the 
core review group, and 81 per cent 
said the review must be conducted 

publicly and transparently, rather 
than behind closed doors. Only 12  
per cent wanted to see the fees re-
view group consider raising fees.

Findings showed that the public 
also want to have full confidence 
that the review will be conducted 
properly.

The University and College 
Union (UCU) said that the Gov-
ernment should consider the gen-
eral public’s opinions in its review. 

UCU general secretary, Sally 
Hunt, said: “The NUS findings back 
up our recent poll that showed just 
how unpopular raising university 
fees would be with the general pub-

STUDENT volunteers from City Uni-
versity went back to the classroom last 
week.

They were given the opportunity 
to meet and greet year six pupils from 
St. Luke’s Primary School in Isling-
ton, and help them get on track with 
their school journalism projects.

The day was organised by Com-
munity Volunteering Projects Officer 
at City University Ben Butler and 
Harriet Goodman, Life Opportuni-
ties Manager at St Luke’s, in conjunc-
tion with the Community Service 
Volunteers’ (CSV) ‘Make a Differ-
ence Day’. 

The well established school on 
Radnor Street - just a short walk 
from the university - played host to 
half of the day’s activities.

Volunteers were warmly welcome 
by the year group, described as a 
“great cohort” by their deputy head 
teacher, Cassie Ross.

Ms Goodman explained her 
thinking behind the project: “My role 
involves opening as many doors as 
possible for the children to give them 
the best futures.

“St. Luke’s Primary School have 
identified that their year six pupils 
lack confidence in language and com-
munication which will affect them 
when they move up to secondary 
school. Many of the students do not 
speak English as a first language.”

Ms Goodman said: “Days like this 
are central to what we’re trying to 
work on and develop – we’re trying 
to put basic personal, language and 
communication skills in place which 
children can use once they move on 
from us. 

“Unless the children get a chance 
to talk to people outside of their im-
mediate family they cannot develop 
these skills. Many children are from 
deprived backgrounds and the na-
ture of the educational experience in 
the families they come from is quite 
low. Many children are immigrants. 
The children have little exposure to 
higher education and few are aware 

of the opportunities open to them. 
“This day was a way to raise their 

expectations, show them that there 
are exciting things to do and more 
opportunities available.”

Upon arrival at the school, volun-
teers were split into two groups; half 
were given a tour of the school by 
pupils, and half were partnered with 
pupils who would show them their 
portfolios containing pieces of school 
work which they were proud of. 

In addition to this, to aid their 
journalism project, the pupils were 
armed with camcorders to record 
each other’s experiences and opin-
ions of school.

The pupils then took a histori-
cal walking tour from the primary 
school. heading toward the univer-
sity. Ms Goodman acted as a tour 
guide,  informing both pupils and 
volunteers about the history of St. 
Luke’s school and its importance to 
the local community. 

Pupils and volunteers were taken 
to see the original site of the primary 
school, on Old Street. Zipping past 
some other ancient remains, the chil-
dren were guided to City University.

The remainder of the day involved 
a tour of the University’s Journalism 
Department. The pupils were led in 
groups to the radio recording suites 
where they were given the chance to 
play with the microphones and re-
cording equipment. The excitement 
on their faces was extraordinary!

As part of their project, the chil-
dren interviewed the student volun-
teers about their experiences of life 
through school and recordeded this 
on handheld camcorders.

The Make a Difference Day was 
valuable both for the children, who 
got to see what university is like and 
what their future could hold, and for 
the volunteers who got the chance 
to reminisce about their own expe-
riences at primary school and help 
mould young people’s aspirations for 
the future.

Mr Butler said: “N ot enough sto-
ries go out about the good things that 
City students do in the community.”

Whether university fees go up or 
down, disadvantaged children 
will still be deprived, according 
to a Primary School Lifetime Op-
portunities Manager.

Harriet Goodman, of St luke’s 
Primary School said: “Many chil-
dren at our school are from de-
prived backgrounds and the na-
ture of the educational experience 
in the families they come from is 
quite low. Many children are im-
migrants. The children have little 
exposure to higher education and 
few are aware of the opportuni-
ties open to them.

“Whatever the fee level, quite a 
lot of families won’t consider high-
er education as they don’t consid-
er it to be important. They need to 
know that it will lead somewhere 
and it will develop an individual, 
but they aren’t aware of this. They 
must initially make the decision to 
support and invest in this cause 
for their children and then consid-
erations of funding will kick in.

“On one level then, simply not 
knowing the purpose of going to 
university would put them off. On 
another level, even if there were 
no tuition cost, simply the cost 
of having to fund a child’s living 
for the duration of the time that 
they are at university would deter 
these children from going to uni-
versity, let alone considerations 
of tuition fees.

“Although we don’t get formal 
information on exactly how many 
children go on to higher educa-
tion from St luke’s, we’d imagine 
that it’s not a high percentage.” 

St Luke’s was one of the first 
schools in the country to open up 
to all children, regardless of their 
financial backgrounds.

“It is very important that high-
er education is open to anyone, 
but the issue seems to be more 
whether individual families from 
deprived backgrounds will feel 
the commitment to support this 
cause rather than what price tag 
it comes with” Ms Goodman said.

A review of university tuition 
fees is due to begin and the pos-
sibility of scrapping the fee cap 
has not been ruled out. This could 
mean that universities set their 
own fee levels and charge stu-
dents whatever price they feel is 
appropriate for teaching.

Students get involved with the local 
community to help Make a Difference

A potential rise in tuition 
fees for university education 
has created mayhem.  As 
upcoming students consider 
their place at university, 
tuition fees could inevitably 
put students off.
The University and College 
Union (UCU) urged the 
government that a rise 
in tuition fees would be 
unacceptable. A public poll 
from the National Union of 
Students (NUS) revealed that 
only one in ten people would 
like to see a rise in the fees. 
Past, present and future 
students came together to 
express their views:

“I don’t really think 
it’s worth ending up 
with £21,000 worth 
of debt. Maybe if you 
knew there would be 
a good paying job at 
the end of it?”
Emma Agyepong, 20, london.

“You can’t even get 
interviews for jobs 
now unless you tick 
the box that says you 
have a degree. In my 
opinion, University 
controls entry into 
the game.”
Tariq Bhatti, 24, london

“The fees should not 
be going up, but it’s 
still worth going to 
university.”
Adil Sarwar, 22, london

“If higher education 
wants to start 
charging that much, 
then they themselves 
will have to up their 
game.”
Aliya Mehreen Zaidi, 20, Balham

By Kavi Shah and Kirsten Jones

By Kavi Shah
lic. There is little doubt in my view 
that a higher fees policy would cost 
valuable votes to a party at the ballot 
box. However, that does not make it 
acceptable for the main parties to 
use this review as an excuse to duck 
the issue ahead of the election.

“All the political parties  involved 
must clearly state their fee policies 
to ensure that students and their 
parents can make an informed 
choice at the ballot box and add 
their voices to the debate on the 
future of university funding. The re-
view needs to take the relevant voic-
es into account - particularly those 
of academics and students.”

Seher Mahmood 
asks students: 
Is your degree 
worth £7,000 a 
year?

By Kavi Shah

Putting up 
tuition fees 
could reinforce 
the social class 
divide further

This day 
was a way 

to raise their 
expectations, 
show them 

that there are 
exciting things 
to do and more 
opportunities 

available

School children on the walk up to City University from their school.

a university student and school child in make a difference t-shirts.

City Offliners Jonross Swaby and Kavi Shah participated in the Make a Difference Day in November.

THE HEAD of the Nursing De-
partment has praised the Gov-
ernment’s decision to make nurs-
ing a degree-only profession.

Professor Susan Procter said: 
“It doesn’t make sense for nurs-
ing to remain at diploma level in 
the UK. Nursing needs to be put 
to degree level in order to keep the 
right pace because in Europe and 
most other Western countries, this 
is already the case. We’re the ones 
out of the kilter.

“There has been a massive in-
crease in nursing technology over 
the years and we need nurses who 
can manage patient safety and op-
erate this too. The job requires a 
high level of understanding.

“We must attract high calibre 
candidates who can do the job. If 
nursing isn’t a degree level qualifi-
cation, students will choose other 
courses which give these qualifica-
tions and we won’t attract the right 
people for the job or with the right 
level of understanding.”

All new nurses in England from 
2013 will have to be educated to 
degree level, the Department of 
Health announced this month. 

This is one of the biggest chang-
es in medical education in the his-
tory of the NHS.

At present, registered nurses re-
ceive a diploma after two or three 
years of training but they will now 
have to complete three or four 
years to obtain a degree. 

The move is a result of changes 
to the way nurses work, including 
handling more advanced levels of 
practice, prescribing and special-
ist work in disease areas such as 
diabetes.

HEAD OF 
NURSING: 
GRADS DO IT 
IT BETTER
By Kavi Shah Nurses need to have the “nurse’s touch” and not be “too posh to wash”.

NUS findings 
show just how 
unpopular 
raising 
university fees 
would be

The main difference between the 
diploma and the degree are the way 
they are funded - diploma students 
can get a non-means tested bursary 
of £7000 a year, degree students rely 
on means-tested student loans and 
may end up with a big bill to pay at 
the end of their training. 

Professor Procter, who is also the 
Associate Dean of the Pre-Registra-
tion at City’s School of Health and 
Community Sciences, said that the 
change should have been introduced 
long ago and wont exclude anyone 
as most enter the profession with 
degree qualifications anyhow. She 
added: “Although, the cost of doing a 
degree may put people off and finan-
cial support offered while training is 
a key issue which is currently at con-
sultation level.”

The School will stop offering the 
Nursing diploma to students in 2013 
as students with this qualification 
won’t be able to become nurses.

City’s nursing students have at-
tacked the introduction of this 
new standard. Undergraduate Kete 
Campbell-Coker, 20, who is in the 
final year of her nursing diploma, 
said: “While a degree is an academic 
qualification, it’s not just about the 
qualifications in nursing. You need 
to have, what they call, the ‘nurses 
touch’ too. Just because you do more 
essays in the degree course, you won’t 
be a better nurse. Nursing isn’t about 
essays.”

Miss Campbell-Coker said: 
“Nursing shouldn’t be a degree-only 
profession. I know some mature stu-
dents who have their own families. 
They opted to do the diploma be-
cause it offers a bigger bursary. A lot 
of them can’t afford to do the degree. 

The government hasn’t thought this 
through.”

She claims that the degree and di-
ploma are very similar. She said: “I 
have friends doing the nursing de-
gree and they essentially get taught 
the same clinical and communica-
tion skills. 

“While the degree students have 
a couple of essays and a dissertation, 
and their course includes an impor-
tant aspect on ethics, I don’t see why 
this can’t be taught to the diploma 
students too. We have the same port-
folios, same placement areas but di-
ploma students simply don’t have the 
stresses of writing a dissertation.”

Several higher posts in nursing do 
require a degree qualification. Miss 
Campbell-Coker said: “I guess even-
tually you’ll need to have a degree if 
you want to progress or ‘go up the 
ladder’ as they say, maybe that’s why 
the government have input this idea, 
but you should really be given the 
option to do this rather than being 
forced into it”.

Health minister Ann Keen said: 
“Nurses are critical to the delivery of 
high-quality healthcare. By bringing 
in degree-level registrations we can 
ensure new nurses have the best pos-
sible start to meet the challenges of 
tomorrow.”

Nurse and senior lecturer in kid-
ney care in the School Nicola Thomas 
had mixed views on making nursing 
an all-graduate profession. She said: 
“By making an all-graduate profes-
sion we could end-up narrowing the 
entry gates and cutting-off the op-
portunities for people who genuinely 
have caring and compassion in their 
hearts.

“But it’s clear that nursing has be-

come more complex since my basic 
entry-level training in the 1980s. We 
now need to attract individuals who 
can develop high-level assessment, 
problem-solving skills, and can syn-
thesise the latest research findings 
in order to implement the best care 
possible. However, in isolation these 
qualities won’t make a good nurse. 
Arguably, the best nurses are those 
who are caring and compassionate - 
nurses who can identify exactly what 
patients and their families need and 
take responsibility for carrying out 
their care to the highest standard.

“My dilemma comes when I look 
to my colleagues with whom I have 
worked over the past years. Years 
ago there was the stereotypical ward 
sister who frightened all the juniors 
with her vast knowledge and knew 
precisely what every patient had for 
lunch and medicines they were tak-
ing. Her formal education was most 
likely to have been at certificate-level. 
Then again, I have worked with nurs-
es undertaking Doctorates who are 
experts in their field. These nurses 
look after patients, they are not too 
‘posh to wash’, teach juniors and car-
ry out their own research. They are 
fabulous role models for the nursing 
profession.”

Student health advisor Nurse Chris 
Barnes said: “I’ve been a nurse for 35 
years now. I only did two years back 
then, it was hands on, practical, and 
we were straight into the wards and I 
think we’re better nurses for it!

“Nowadays, nurses may be coming 
out with far more qualifications but I 
don’t know if it will make them bet-
ter nurses. I have a degree but I still 
think that the way we were trained 
before had its benefits.”



which will keep you alert and 
awake for a longer period 
when compared with any other 
carbonated stimulant drinks. 

* Sweat it out 

Hours of sitting at a desk 
can lead to back ache and 
rheumatism. Pencil at least 
a half-hour a day of exercise 
- walking, cycling or Wii-Fit 
action –  to get your blood 
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 you’re stuck, go and see a lecturer 
or someone who knows how to do it 
correctly. Make an attempt at it, and 
then get them to look over it and tell 
you what needs to be changed.

13If you’re really 
struggling, have a 
talk to someone else 
who is writing on the 

same topic area. You can trade ideas 
about what to include. It’s unlikely 
that your essays will look identical 
because each person has a unique 
writing style and they differ in how 
they interpret information. If worst 
comes to worst, pay your lecturer a 
visit and propose some sort of plan 
– discuss it, and any main topics 

which you wish to write about, clear 
them with the lecturer rather than 
steaming ahead only to find that 
you’re going off on a tangent.

14Don’t hesitate to 
quote - quotations 
can give an essay life 
and make it look like 

you’ve done your research.

15Don’t copy out of 
a book or from 
what’s written on an 
internet site – that’s 

plagiarism. Rephrase it to put your 
own spin on it. You don’t want to be 
caught plagiarising, especially with 

1 Once you’ve got the question, 
highlight the key concepts 
which scream out from it. 
What exactly does it ask you 

for? Does the question have sub-
sections? Identify these.

2Draft a rough plan – perhaps 
a tree diagram, a bubble 
diagram, or just a list for the 
boring ones! 

*Some people don’t like plans, but 
jotting down a few rough ideas could 
seriously improve what actually goes 
into your essay.

3       A good starting point (ideally 
in the introduction or the 
second paragraph) is to 
distinguish any key terms in 

the question that can be defined.

4 Make sure you also specify in 
the introduction exactly what 
you will be talking about in 
the essay; cover the main 

topic ideas which you can further 
elaborate down the essay. 

5Outline how you plan to 
interpret the question. For 
example, if it is a ‘to what 
extent...’ question, you may 

state in the first paragraph, “to a 
great extent...”. This will give the 
marker an idea on what direction 
your essay is going and what form 
your argument will take.

*Some people prefer to write the 
introduction last, this gives them 
a chance to make sure each of the 
topics covered by the paragraphs are 
addressed in the introduction. Do 
this if it suits you.

6 Before you proceed, make 
sure you have a number of 
books, internet sites and 
other relevant material to 

hand – obviously the content of an 
essay will be based on this.

*Go beyond the core texts that your 
markers would expect you to use 
– this will show that you’ve really 
gone that extra mile. Make sure you 
reference these later to grab those 
extra marks.

7Scour the internet if you are 
stuck for material but make 
sure you grab information 
from reliable sites( preferably 

NOT Wikipedia). Use trusted sites 
and be sure to reference them. There 
is so much information floating 
around and it is all available at the 
tips of your fingers. The internet 
can provide the latest figures on 
research, give an insight into 
developments – books can’t always 
be this up-to-date.

8Reference as you go – for 
any sites you stumble across, 
copy and paste the link into 
your references section. You 

can neaten this bibliography section 
up later, just having it there should 
make things easier when it comes to 
finishing up your work. With books 
and page numbers too, write these 
down as you are researching and 
pulling material from them – it’ll 
be a huge hassle to go back and 
look for this material once you’ve 
finished your essay.

9 Keep referring to the  
question. At the end of  
each paragraph, write a  
sentence which links this  

paragraph to the question. 
If the two don’t link, it’s unlikely  
that the paragraph is even  
relevant. Each paragraph must be 
tuned into the question in some way 
or another.

10Don’t be sloppy with 
spelling – use that 
spell checker. Even 
better, get someone 

else to proof read your work as a 
second pair of eyes may pick up on 
grammar errors, omitted words, and 
do the jobs that the spell checker 
may fail to.

11Avoid the use of ‘I’ in 
essays. If you’re giving 
your opinion, you 
could write: “It can be 

argued...” or “Some would say...”. Try 
to keep yourself out of the essay and 
fade into the background.

12Referencing can be 
tricky, especially if 
you are given specific 
requirements. If 

 

ESSAyS MADE EASy
No, it’s not what you’re thinking. I’m not going to feed you with a list of essaybank.co.uk type websites.... that would be 
cheating. Rather than blubbering at the sight of your finished essay, these quick tips should make you feel proud of it. So 
proud that you’d want to nail it to your wall and smile at it each morning. Writing essays isn’t so bad if you get the knack of 
it.  Just follow these 20 tips to perfect your essay writing skills... 

It’s that time of the year again...coursework, exams, and headaches. 
luckily, Kavi Shah is at hand to help you craft that super, A-grade essay.

universities introducing all kinds of 
complex software to detect it, you 
could lose a great chunk off your 
mark if caught or even be chucked 
off of your course.

16Avoid using the 
same word in every 
paragraph, for 
example ‘important’. 

Use a thesaurus to spice up your 
vocabulary.

17For the conclusion, 
while providing 
a quick, sharp 
summary of your 

essay, try and include something 
new – perhaps a new direction 

for research, an innovative idea, a 
critique of what’s already been said 
– don’t be boring, be imaginative. 
Give the reader something fresh 
or exciting which they may not 
have considered yet, to take away 
with them. Finish with a definitive 
statement for added effect.

18Have a look at sample 
essays written by 
previous students if 
you get a chance – at 

least then you’ll have some idea of 
what you’re aiming for.

19Don’t leave your 
bibliography to the 
last minute – it’s 
worth that extra hour 

as it counts for quite a few marks. 
Make sure it’s styled correctly – 
your department may give specific 
guidance on how it expects it to be.

20Stick to the word 
count, and don’t use 
five words when you 
could use two – keep  

         it simple.
 

Easy peasy. 
Now, get writing!
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*Make a plan
 

Nobody plans to fail, they simply 
fail to plan. List exactly what 
you need to cover from now, get 
the relevant books together, and 
fabricate a realistic timetable 
for the next four weeks. Book 
Christmas Day, New Years and 
all other pre-planned days off. 
By budgeting your time from 
this early stage, you will avoid 
unneccessary stress and won’t 
feel guilty when stepping away 
from the books, 
because you’ll know 
you deserve the 
break. Although 
keep an eye on the 
time!

*The good 
stuff 

When revising, 
drinking 
stimulating 
drinks such 
as Red Bull 
and Relentless 
is quietly 
counter-
productive. 
Although 
they give you 
the boost you 
need to get 
through the 
next chapter 
or so, your 
concentration 
becomes 
impaired, and as a 
result you’ll build 
up masses of sleep-
debt. Pomegranate 
juices and citrus 
juices contain high 
levels of vital and 
beneficial vitamins, 

Rejuvenate, re-energise & revise!

The days are getting shorter, the nights colder, and lurking somewhere be-
hind the myriad of Christmas trees, presents, decorations and wine during 
the month of December, are the dreaded January exams.

The examination period is often taken too lightly because of its close prox-
imity to the Christmas break. Some students use the break to stride ahead 
albeit missing out on some of the holiday festivities. Most, however, push 
their books out of sight and out of mind for a stress-free Christmas usually 
at the expense of summer-sittings. 

But revision doesn’t have to be all thorns and needles. Follow these simple 
solutions to enhance both your study-skills and general wellbeing:

This month, Jay Bains and Meliha Hayat 
provide you with some simple solutions for a 
happier, healthier revision period.

bUY ThESE: Yankee Candles, sold in Clinton’s stores. a wide range of 
different scents available, from French Vanilla, to Midsummer Night

pumping and muscles moving. 
Exercise releases endorphins, 
which naturally elevates your 
mood. It will take your mind 
off of your work, build your 
stamina and improve your 
attention span and dedication 
towards your studies. It will help 
work off the mince pies too!

*Rest Up

During both study-leave and the 
exam-period, sleep 

is essential because 
overnight your 
body recharges 
its batteries. 
Products such as 
Molton Brown’s 
“Relaxing Yuan 
Zhi Sleep 
Mist” contain 
essences of 
lavender and 
ylang ylang, 
which 
promote 
inner peace 
and restful 
sleep. Invest 
in some 
candles too, 
and relax 
with a glass 
of warm 
milk or cocoa 

before you 
sleep. Yankee 

Candles, sold 
in Clinton’s 

stores have a 
wide range of 

different scents 
available, from 

romantic French 
Vanilla, to 
calming 
Midsummer 
Night. 

*Brain Food 

Certain foods are 
perfect for revision and 
health. Fish has been 
considered brain food 
for centuries because 
it is rich in omega-3, 
which helps maintain 
a high concentration. 
Alternative oil 
supplements, such 
as Cod Liver Oil and 
Star Fish Oil are also 
available off the shelf 
to nourish your brain. 
Nuts and dried fruits 
also hold essential 
ingredients to healthy 
studying. Munching on 
a handful of almonds 
as you study will 
improve your alertness 
a considerable amount. 
Yoghurts are great for calming 
nerves, and of course you should 
be stretching for your five fruits 
or vegetables a day.

*Treat yourself

Book yourself a massage or 
acupuncture session at your 
local day-spa. The ancient art 
of massage is used to restore 
balance within the body. 
Acupuncture treatment redirects 
energy to where it is needed, and 
has been practiced in the Far 
East for thousands of years. The 
benefits of a little pampering are 
vast, from improved sleeping to 
higher energy levels; you will 
definitely feel the difference.

As the saying goes: “Work hard, 
play harder.” There are few 
greater feelings than partying 
and knowing that you deserve 
it; a feeling that can only be the 
result of a balance between work 
and play. There is no harm in 
enjoying your holiday, but don’t 
give your work a back-seat. 
Eat healthy, think positive, and 
knock this first set out the park! 

bursting with vitamins: 
POM’s Pomegranate Juice

Drinking 
stimulant 
drinks such 
as Red and 
Relentless is 
quietly counter-
productive

Best of luck with the exams 
from all at City Offline!

GOT A QUESTION 
FOR OUR STUDENT 
SURVIVAL TEAM?

So far we’ve taught you how 

to impress your mates with 

your culinary skills, stay on 

top your work and survive 

living in halls.

Now we’re opening the floor 

to your problems.

Need to know how to go 

about finding a place to live? 

or perhaps you need advice 

on getting internships and 

work experience?

Whatever it is, we can help!

Email us at 

cityoffline@googlemail.com

or text 07989 747 507



STUDENT STORIES

Can’t read my poker face
Little does the student-body of City University know, a celebrity resides amongst us; Pav Tut – the first ever Desi Poker 
Champion. After competing in a tournament hosted by Desi-Poker-Nights in West london, Pav walked away with a 
substantial cash prize, and a victory over 99 other contestants. Jay Bains caught up with this Asian sensation.
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Where and when were you 
first introduced to poker? 
On Facebook! One of the 
applications on the site was 
“Texas Hold ‘Em”, and I’d 
watched a several TV shows 
before I decided to play.

How did you learn and de-
velop your skills? 
The easiest way to develop 
your skills in Poker is by play-
ing. It’s no different to any 
other sport; whether playing 
online or with a group of 
friends, I was hooked from 
the off. 

What made you decide to 
enter the tournament?
One of the main reasons I en-
tered was because it was being 
broadcasted on TV! I’d never 
played in a televised tourna-
ment before and wanted to 
see what it was like and the 
prospect of playing with some 

Up close and personal with 
Esmee denters

When did you discover 
your passion for music?
I guess very early on. My 
dad used to play a lot of 
different records around 
the house. He’d play any-
thing from Stevie Won-
der to the Beatles. I was 
probably about four when 
I started to take ballet 
classes and I began to rea-
lise that music really was 
my passion. Singing and 
dancing was something 
that I was constantly do-
ing around the house. 

What made you 
decide to upload 
videos of you singing 
onto Youtube? 
I was at home one 
day when I discov-
ered YouTube. I 

thought it was cool that 
people could upload their 
own videos. My sister 
happened to have an old 
webcam, and at first I was 
trying to see if it would 
record sound and then all 
of a sudden I was making 
videos. I wanted to 
upload the videos 
onto YouTube 
because I 
really 

of London’s finest players was 
a big boost.

How strong do you feel your 
chances were at the outset? 
I knew I was good enough to 
go quite some way but I never 
thought that I would win it. I 
was surrounded by some very 
good players - for some poker 
was their  main occupation 
and they had been playing 
since before I was born!

How did you feel when you 
won? 
Very exhausted! The tourna-
ment lasted a little over ten 
hours and I was so tired, 
mentally and physically. 
Having to keep focused for 
that length of time was very 
difficult. It was only when I 
was presented with the trophy 
that I truly realised what I had 
accomplished. 

Sun, sea, adventure and a 

€4,000 grant. I’d have been 

a fool to say no to a year out  

studying at Melbourne Uni-

versity in Australia.

When I joined City I was 

only half aware of sandwich 

years out and what they 

could entail despite always 

knowing that i was definite-

ly going to do one. 

Armed with 200 duty 

free cigarrettes from Abu 

Dhabi airport I got on my 

connecting flight to Mel-

bourne with my inhibitions 

stripped to the floor and a 

voice inside me screaming 

with excitement.

At the airport I was met 

with my very own chaffuer 

who drove me to my home 

for the next 5 months.

Having only ever really 

experienced London-based 

universities, I was always in 

awe of those campus-type 

colleges that you see in the 

movies. Monash Uni is ex-

actly like that.

Having no-one else from 

City going at the same time, 

I chose the campus halls to 

live in, primarily for the so-

cial aspect and was tipped 

off about which halls to 

apply for by a City student 

who had gone a semester 

earlier.

Farrer Hall’s society logo 

 
The next Desi Poker 
Championships will  be 
held in January 2010. 

For entry details, visit 
www.desipokernights.
com

Uni Down Under Sun, Sea and BBQ’s. The perfect student life can be found on 
the other side of the world, according to Natasha Caulzac.

Pav Tut 
became 
the first 
desi Poker 
champion 
in 
September 
2009.

said it all: a massive banner 

shouting the words “Farrer 

- You Wish You Lived Here”. 

I fell in love with the place.

The rooms were sparce 

and with almost 20 people 

to a flat it got a little crazy 

sometimes. 

In Orientation week, not 

only do you meet all the 

other exchange students 

from around the world and 

get lavished upon with free 

dinners and parties, but 

when all the Aussies get 

back from their break and 

move back into their rooms, 

the debauchery starts all 

over again!  

These last four or five 

months have gone all too 

quickly and now I’m wait-

ing to see if I can stay on 

another semester to do it all 

over again.

Whether you go to Oz or 

not, doing a study abroad 

exchange anywhere on this 

globe is definitely worth it.

City Offline’s Natasha Caulzac with her new-found friends in Australia.

Discovered on youTube by Justin Timberlake at the mere age of 18, Es-
mee Denters is on her way to becoming a show-stopping superstar. The 
20 year old Dutch born singer has appeared on Oprah, toured with Hon-
or Society, and collaborated with Justin Timberlake. Her debut single 
‘Outta Here’ reached number seven in the UK singles charts and her 
second single ‘Admit It’ is due to be released in the UK on 28 Decem-
ber. Read on to see how Mandy Cohen got on with the young starlet. 

wanted to see what other 
people thought other than 
my family and friends. 
I never thought that so 
many people would even-
tually see the videos and 
tell each other about it. It’s 
been an incredible jour-
ney ever since. 

You’ve co-written some 
of the songs on your 
album - what inspires 
you when you’re writing 
your music? What is the 
song writing process like 
for you?
It’s always very different. 
A song can be inspired 
by a conversation that 
you have with one of 
your friends, a situation 
that you’re going through 
or even something that 
you’ve seen on TV. I told 
Justin from the beginning 
that I was really interested 
in writing songs myself 
because I started doing 
that from when I was 
about thirteen. I never 
really had the opportunity 
to work with producers 
and now that I did, he 

hooked me up with some 
of the most amazing 
producers and songwrit-
ers. It’s really like venting, 
or like having this creative 
energy inside of you that 
needs to come out. It’s one 
of my favourite things to 
do.   

What is the message 
behind your first single 
‘Outta Here’?
A lot of girls have been in 
relationships where they 
suddenly feel like it’s not 
good anymore; some-
one betrayed you or you 
weren’t being treated the 
right way and you just 
want to get out of the situ-
ation. I guess the message 
about ‘Outta Here’ is that 
no matter how you feel, 
if somebody doesn’t treat 
you right you just need to 
let it go and move on. 

How was it collaborat-
ing with Justin Timber-
lake on so many of your 
songs?
Justin is really incredible. 
He has an amazing talent 
and he’s such an amazing 
writer as well. Just being 

in a room with him and 
seeing him work, learning 
from him, it’s just incred-
ible. He’s also very open to 
what I have to say and we 
write really well together. 
I think we’re a great team. 
I’m very fortunate.
 
Is there anyone out there 
that you would really like 
to collaborate with and if 
so, who and why?
I would love to collaborate 
with Jay Z. I think that 
he’s an amazing rapper. 
Just to be able to work 
with him would be an 
incredible experience. 

So far what has been 
your most memorable 
experience and why?
My most memorable 
experience has to be the 
Oprah show. It was so 
insane for me. They were 
doing this whole show 
about YouTube and they 
invited me onto the show. 
I’ve been watching Oprah 
since I was a really little 
girl and all my favourite 
artists used to come on 
the show. I always used to 
say to my friends ‘one day 
I’ll be on Oprah’. It was 
like a dream that I never 
thought would actually 
happen so when I got the 
call I couldn’t believe it. 
Then there was this huge 
limo parked outside the 
hotel and I knew at that 
moment that it was real. 
I got to meet her and she 
was really, really nice.

What is one thing that 
people would be sur-
prised to know about 
you?
I’m kind of a shy girl. 
I guess people some-
times see me on TV and 
know about my songs so 
wouldn’t think I’m shy, 
but when it comes down 
to it, I really think I am. 

What projects can we 
expect in the near future?
My second single ‘Admit 
It’ is coming out in the 
UK and my album is out 
in January so I’m really 
excited about that, and of 
course, I’ll be touring in 
Europe again. 

Farrer Hall’s 
society logo said 
it all: a massive 
banner shouting 
the words ‘Farrer 
- You Wish You 
Lived Here’

INTO POKER?

It was like a 
dream that I 
never thought 
would actually 
happen



 CHARITIES AND CAUSES

Alternative Christmas shopping
Christmas can be expensive, especially for students during an economic crisis. But don’t despair, 
Mandy Cohen and Heena Tailor spent an afternoon browsing through the various charity shops  
in search of gifts that go to a good cause and won’t break the bank. Check out these bargains...
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BELOW: Three belts - £5.00 or £1.99 
each; the purple belt is Mango..

aboVE: 
Three best sellers - £6.07; (RRP £21.97!) 

bELoW: Winnie the Pooh tie - £1.99; you 
just can’t go wrong with disney!

aboVE: artistic wine holder - 
£4.99
BELOW: Firetrap bag - £3.49 

ABOVE: Faboulous high-heels by Diesel - £39.99
bELoW: Compact backgammon set- £1.49

OXFAM Do It Yourself, Camden High St:OXFAM INTERNATIONAL, Islington High St:

SCOPE, 
Camden High St:

bELoW: Pretty purple lantern 
-£3.50 The ideal girly gift. 

Doing anything for charity? Let us know by emailing us at city.offline@googlemail.com

aboVE: 30 cards - £2.99; made by 
oxfam. most charity shop design and 
produce their own Christmas cards 
which are now  available. 

Oxfam International has been around for 
14 years. It consists of a group of non-gov-
ernmental organizations from three conti-
nents working worldwide to fight poverty 
and injustice.   To find your local Oxfam 
shop just go to www.oxfam.org.

bELoW: jewellery - £1.00 each; two black 
bracelets,black and purple necklace, black 
dangly hoop earrings.Scope is a charity which works towards 

attaining equality for people with dis-
abilities. To find out what you can do, call 
Scope on 0808 800 3333 or email: 
response@scope.org.uk
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YMCA, Camden High Street:

YMCA is a Christian charity dedicated to making a difference to 
the lives of young people by offering them support and acceptance. 
They provide a range of high quality services including sports and 
fitness activities, crime and safety skills and education. For more 
information visit www.ymca.org.uk

ABOVE: Gerrard and Gazza autobiography 
- £8.30; for all the football fanatics!

ABOVE: Ravensburger 5000 piece puzzle - £2.99

RIGhT: Records- beethoven - £1.49
Tchaikovsky -50p- mozart -50p

aboVE: Set of four cushions: £9.99; the 
ultimate bargain

The largest charity of its kind, Age Concern is dedicated to working 
with and for the elderly, helping to improve the quality of their lives. 
To find your local Age Concern visit www.ageconcern.org.uk

AGE CONCERN, Camden High Street

ABOVE: Vivienne Westwood bag - £6.00
 So it’s missing a button, but it’s Vivienne Westwood!

ABOVE: Soap basket - £1.50

Volunteer in a soup kitchen:
Soup kitchens are around all year round, but increase over the Christmas 
period. Whether you give a donation or a couple hours of your time, you 
will be creating a family experience for the homeless.

Pass on unwanted gifts
When you unwrap that gift you hate, donate it. It could make someone 
else smile.

Do community service: 
Going back home this December. Find a care home in your community 
and give them your time.

Work in a charity store: 
Charity shops get flooded with unwanted gifts after Christmas. An extra 
pair of hands will be more than welcome.

Make Christmas cards for the kids:
Got younger brothers or sisters? Spend a few hours making Christmas 
cards for children in hospital.

Run in the Great Christmas Pudding Race:
Fancy dress is something students are familiar with. Get your team 
together for The Great Christmas Pudding Race in Covent Garden 
which raises money for Cancer Research UK. An obstacle course plus 
you have to carry a Christmas pudding on a tray. The winner receives 
the Pudding Trophy.

Go carol singing:
Carol singing in the Square. Groups of carol singers perform on several 
evenings next to the Norwegian Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square, 
raising money for charity.

Volunteer for crisis Christmas:
Crisis Christmas need 6,500 volunteers to help in their Christmas cen-
tres. Based in London, from 23 - 30 December, you could help support 
over 2000 homeless people.

Make a charitable New Year’s resolution:
Make a charitable New Years Resolution. Whether you donate time, 
gifts or money, start 2010 by giving to others who are less fortunate.

How you can make a difference this Christmas:
  





WINTER WARMERS       
Feeling a bit blue this Christmas? Well, City Offline have uncovered some festive 
treats to dispell those Winter blues...
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CLASSY CHRISTMAS COCKTAILS
By Kavi Shah
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 One would hardly associate 

Mexican food with sophistica-

tion. The countless ‘Tex Mex’ 

places scattered around Lon-

don are commonly perceived 

as the real Mexican cuisine. 

So, the arrival of Jalapeño is a 

rare breath of fresh air; it’s real, 

it’s sexy, it’s new – kind of like 

Freida Pinto.

 Jalapeño serves authentic 

Mexican food, which is not as 

heavy as ‘Tex Mex’, making it 

instantly a lot more appeal-

ing than most Mexican res-

taurants.  The spinach que-

sadillas (£3.50), aubergine 

tacos (£3.70) and vegetable 

fajitas (£7.50) are not only 

delicious, but light, fresh and 

healthy. The ‘real’ touch is so 

central to the restaurant’s con-

cept that owner Chetin - who 

has been in the business for 

40 years - has hired Mexican, 

Portuguese and Spanish chefs 

just to maintain what London 

is so starved of. 

The restaurant’s theme is 

chic and contemporary; its 

décor is modern and the am-

biance is refreshingly elegant 

JALAPEÑO 

By Alisha Haridasani

TOM TOM 
COFFEE HOUSE

By Heena Tailor

Simply heaven in a mug. So smooth, so sweet, and creamy too. 

Tomtom Coffee House serves up the most extraordinary cup of hot 

chocolate I have ever tasted - and believe me, I’ve had my fair share. 

Tomtom hits the nail right on the head. It’s a cute and cosy little 

place located on the corner of Ebury Street, near Victoria Coach Sta-

tion. Owned by Tomtom of Belgravia, one of London’s finest cigar 

emporia, this coffee house specialises in selling coffee-making para-

phernalia, ethically-sourced beans, and cigars. 

There is also selection of pastries and sandwiches on offer, as well 

as teas from William Cartwright-Hignett.

Despite the cafe’s classy atmosphere, it emits a relaxed and au-

thentic ambience and provides the ideal retreat from the bitter cold. 

As for the hot chocolate, theirs is definitely a star  - a mouth wa-

tering extravaganza best accompanied by some fresh chocolate chip 

cookies. But I guess where words fail, this picture will speak.

DUDLEY’S PANCAKE HOUSE
By Saneeta Mandil

HERE COME THE RED CUPS
By Jay BainsCalling all pancake lovers. 

Tucked away on a busy street 

in Finsbury Park is one of Lon-

don’s premiere pancake houses 

with crepes of all shapes and 

sizes, savoury and sweet.     The 

menu hosts a selection of start-

ers from different cuisines but it 

is the pancakes that are the crux 

of the restaurant’s appeal.

Toppings are wide-ranging, 

from all -day breakfast to a roast 

dinner! The savoury choices 

look surprisingly like pizzas, 

with the base swapped for a 

light crispy pancake. It may 

look difficult to tackle in size, 

but its feathery texture makes it 

an ease to eat.

Dudley’s Pancake House is a 

unique dining experience which 

lends itself to flavours on the 

pallet you wouldn’t expect. And 

With a lunch time special of a 

main pancake and side for 

£4.95,  it’s even better.

119 Stroud Green Road 

London , N4 3PX

020 7281 5437

Nearest station: 

Finsbury Park

It’s that time of year 
again. The Christ-
mas lights are up, 
the fluffy hats are 
out, and Starbucks’ 
annual tradition of 
serving their coffee in 
red cups is spreading 
festive cheer through-
out London.

The three new seasonal ar-
rivals are:

The Gingerbread Latte 
Espresso coffee, infused with 
the sweet spices of ginger-
bread, covered in whipped 
cream and dusted in cinna-
mon, nutmeg and ginger.

The Toffee Nut Latte
Toffee nut syrup served over 
steamed milk and espresso, 

drowned in whipped cream 
and sprinkled with cinna-
mon.

The Dark Cherry Mocha 
A bittersweet mix of espresso 
and dark chocolate, blended 
with the rich flavour of dried 
cherries, and served with 
whipped cream.

Two additional festive 
favourites include:

The Eggnog Latte 
A true Christmas classic, 
made with real eggnog, 
steamed milk and espresso, 
covered in whipped cream 
and sprinkled with nutmeg. 

 The Peppermint Mocha 
Described as ‘Christmas in a 
cup’ the traditional mocha is 

spiced by peppermint syrup, 
and served with whipped 
cream and red sprinkles.
 
You can also find tempt-
ing mince pies, Christmas 
cookies and buttery scones 
in store all around London 
from now until the New Year.

Here’s a 
helping hand 
to make this 
Christmas as 
merry and 
colourful as it 
can be. Making 
your own 
cocktails will 
let you be the 
bartender for 
the night, and 
also save you 
a few pounds if 
it’s you hosting 
the party! Jazz 
things up with a 
few of these.

1.    Cranberry kicker 

 To complement the warm 
reds of this festive period, 
and the cranberry sauce ac-
companying your turkey, 
try this fruity delight.  Dash 
some Cranberry liqueur 
into some vodka and top it 
off with cranberry juice and 
freshly squeezed lime juice.
 
2.    Snowball 

Even if we don’t have snow 
this year, this drink will give 
us a white Christmas. It’s a 
smooth blend of Warnicks 
Advocaat and lemonade, 
plus a splash of lime juice. 
You could substitute the 
lemonade for pineapple 
juice if you fancy.

 3.    The Silent Night
 
Contrary to its name, this 
drink will get the party go-
ing. Shove in some tequila, 
blue curacao, triple sec, 
pineapple juice and a squirt 
of lime juice. 

4.    Santa’s Christmas 

Delight – This clever little 
concoction requires quite 
a few ingredients, but the 
taste is worth it. Add 3 parts 
Irish Whisky, 1 part freshly 
squeezed lime juice, soda 
water and a few drops of 
grenadine, then stir well.
 
5.    Dark Disaronno 

Round off a Christmas feast 

with a ‘Dark Disar-
onno’ –made with 
a shot of Disaronno 
Amaretto, three 
shots of piping hot 
black coffee, and topped 
off with single cream. 
Baileys fans: substitute 
the Amaretto for Bai-
leys. 

Enjoy this luscious hot chocoloate at Tom Tom Coffee house

one of dudley’s specials: banana Spice 
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– no crazy sombreros hang-

ing from the ceiling or the 

random bull’s head protrud-

ing through the walls.  

 Jalapeño is made up of ev-

erything that could cook up a 

success. I thoroughly recom-

mend it if you just cant stand 

another night at Chiquitos.

11-13 Soho Street, Soho, 

London, W1D 3DJ

020 7287 7300

Nearest Station: 

Tottenham Court Road

114 Ebury Street
London, SW1W 9QD
020 7730 1771
Nearest Station: Victoria

From top:
Snowball, Santa’s 
Christmas,
Silent Night, 
Cranberry Kicker

Please drink 
responsibly and in 

moderation!

X-mas Tip:  

The Starbucks Card 
is a great stock-
ing filler and can 
be loaded with a 
value of your choice 
between £5.00 - 
£150.  The wonder-
ful Christmas design 
and gift carrier is in 
store now.  Hurry, 
while stocks last.
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My SPIN ON SPINNING
Spinning is a high intensity cardio work-
out taking over gyms across the capital.
Mandy Cohen went to explore this 
new craze. 
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THE room was small and stuffy with 
sixteen stationary bikes crammed in 
to satisfy the clump of people eagerly 
waiting for the session to start. The 
instructor marched in wearing army 
trousers and a tight white vest. He 
switched off the lights and switched 
on the music. The beat of the songs 
was loud and pumping, and the in-
structor was shouting at us. He was 
motivating us to spin our legs faster 
and faster; my first spinning class had 
officially begun. That first class was 
daunting yet intriguing. Straight after 
I felt insanely invigorated. It was only 
the next day when I felt the repercus-
sions– an extremely sore bum and 
achy muscles. But that didn’t stop me 
from returning... 

Hi. My name is Mandy, and I’m a 
spinaholic. 

The reason why I love spinning 
so much is because it’s one of the 
most effective exercise classes out 
there,you can burn up to 600 calories 
an hour. Unlike other aerobic classes 
it’s not complicated. You don’t need 
to have super rhythm or co-ordina-
tion to participate; you just need to 
spin your legs on a stationary bike. 
Lucky for me, I am an uncoordinated 

By Seher Mahmood

Hair loss, migraine and fatigue; 

common occurences in everyday 

life. But could these symptoms  be 

signs of a lifelong disease? 

Lupus is a disease concerning the 

immune system, which has seen 

rising levels among young women 

in the UK. Symptoms include se-

vere depression, kidney problems 

and joint pains. Stress can also be a 

trigger for this disease, so if you’re 

experiencing any of these symp-

toms, don’t leave it too late to get 

checked out. The most common 

person that can’t  ride a bike to save 
my life.  

The first time I indulged in the 
spinning phenomenon was eight 
months ago. I was a total spin virgin 
– I didn’t even know the class existed 
let alone what it entailed. I started 
spinning four times a week and soon 

enough the different positions in 
spinning - standing sprints, isolation 
and hover - became part of my ev-
eryday vocabulary. I was ranting and 
raving about it to everyone I met, and 
even managed to convince friends 
and family to join me. Whenever I 
started to feel tired I would repeat 
‘super skinny legs’ over and over in 
my head until I was spinning swiftly 
again (Yes, I am aware that I sound 

like a crazy person right now !). 
I realised I was developing an addic-
tion to this exercise when I started 
rearranging my evenings just so I 
could go spinning. I was even waking 
up at 6.30am– exactly when the gym 
opened – to book a spot for the fol-
lowing week. The reason being that 
at 6.32am the class was already usu-
ally fully booked! It might sound ex-
treme, but a whole group of us were 
doing this and I was just conforming 
to the norm. 

My addiction died down and 
I was back to being ‘normal’ over 
the summer because I was away 
and only went spinning when I was 
lucky enough to find a gym that of-
fered the class. However, now that 
the summer’s over and I’m back into 
my daily routine, spinning has spun 
its way back into my life. I’m a little 
less obsessed this time round – I only 
go spinning twice a week, but I still 
wake up at 6.30am to book a place! 
Maybe you should give it a shot be-
fore you judge. 

For more information visit 
www.lupusuk.org.uk

LUPUS

strain, systemic lupus erythemato-

sus, affects many parts of the body.

Other types of lupus include:

* Discoid lupus erythematosus: 

causes a rash that won’t go away

* Subacute cutaneous lupus erythe-

matosus: causes skin sores on parts 

of the body exposed to sun

* Drug-induced lupus: can be 

caused by medications

* Neonatal lupus: a rare type of lu-

pus that affects newborns.

I was a total spin 
virgin
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DITCH 
THE 
DUll 
It may be dull and 
grey outside, but 
that is no excuse 
for you to not be 
bright. Coloured 
coats are a must-
have in every 
winter wardrobe. 
We sent Saima 
Jaffar to scope 
out the best 
coats around.

Paint the town Red!

a Line 
Contrast 
Trim Coat
£90
Dahlia

Fit and Flare Zip 
Through Coat
£50
Matalan

Bring 
in 
your 
own 
sunshine 

Bib Front Duffle 
Coat
£65
Dorothy Perkins

Purple 
Passion

Fall 
away 
coat

£69.99
River

 Island

Structred 
Collar 
Coat
£35
Matalan

Tulip Coat  
£70

Miss Selfridge

Dolapo Bamigbade - Law
Top: Primark, 

jumper: School jumper
jeans: hype
boots: USa
bag: aldo

Jonation Ng - Maths, 
Finance and Economics
T-shirt:  david & Goliath

hoody: h & m
jacket:  Evisu
jeans: Levis

bag: Eastpak

Canan Selamet - Law
Shirt: dorothy Perkins

jacket: h&m
jeans: New Look
boots: New Look

bag: Next
Scarf: River Island

Harold Kim - Civil 
Engineering

jacket: Korea
jeans: japan

Necklace: Korea
Trainers: Footlocker

Dorcas Magbadelo - Investment, 
Finance and Risk management

jacket: New Look
Skirt: homemade

jumper: h&m
Shoes: New Look

*6 dance styles on offer

*Open to all levels of ability 

*Classes taught by professional teachers 

*Inter-university competitions 

*trips out

*meet new people

*develop your confidence 

 To receive updates on information regarding 

classes, trips, teachers , join us @ 

“City University Dance Society” on Facebook 

 

Contact:   dance@city.ac.uk

                   katrin_nr@hotmail.com

CITy UNIVERSITy DANCE SOCIETy

a spinning class on their bikes



Vila 
faux fur 

jacket by oli.
co.uk, £50

FASHION

With Christmas just around the corner, countless parties await - and of course you have to attend in 
style. All you fashionistas know that planning chic outfits is not always fuss free. That’s why we sent 
Mandy Cohen to a style session led by the Grazia team to find out this season’s best party trends.
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to the Christmas party
What to wear 

Here are our top ten polished looks, guaranteed to make you look luscious on every occasion

1

Velvet pencil 
skirt by  
Matalan, £15

Frills, bows, satin 
and lace are the 
ultra chic feminine 
trends to hit dresses 
this season.  Get 
your flirt on at the 
next Christmas party 
in these cute little  
dresses! 

 For fantastic student discounts on all your essential shopping this Christmas turn to page 23 

Jimmy Choo for

Stud collar 
leather jacket by 
New Look, £80

If you’re attending a casual party 
and don’t fancy investing in a whole 
new outfit, these statement jackets 
are your solution. From faux fur to 
sequinned and studded, these fierce 
and feisty fabrics will unleash your 
inner individual style.

Move over LBD, there’s 
a new dress in town. In 
with the festive colours, 
the LRD is one of the 
hottest new trends. You 
will Waltz into your 
Christmas party as the 
lovely lady in red.

Red dress by 
asos.com, £65

Black sequin jacket by 
boohoo.com, £30

lightning sequin 
dress by New 
Look, £25

With all the stylish celebrities wearing out their edgy 
Balmain pieces, hard shoulders are definitely in this 
season. Join in and vamp up your style with some 
exaggerated shoulders for some Christmas party fun. 

Baby pink shoulder 
detail top by Miss 
Selfridge £14 Magenta frill 

shoulders top by 
Topshop, £32

By Seher Mahmood

4 TRENDY JACKETS

Black and pink 
satin dress by 
Lipsy, £55 LITTLE RED DRESS3

6 STATEMENT SEQUINS

2 HARD SHOULDER

5 CHIC CLUTCHES

For those cold wintery 
nights, get wrapped up in 
smooth and rich velvety 
fabric. This classic style is 
perfect for a simple event 
as well as for a fabulous 
one (when paired with 
killer heels). It will see you 
through the party season 
in style.

Velvet bodycon dress by 
Topshop, £35

Frilly purple dress
by FCUK, £75 Give your look a splash of 

sexy sparkle without blowing 
your budget this Christmas. 

Whether you slip into a sequin 
dress or a fierce jacket, this 
refreshingly retro look will defi-

nitely be your trophy piece. 

This seasons clutches 
come in all shapes and 
sizes, leaving us spoiled 
for choice. Remember, a 
nice clutch can eas-
ily upgrade any 
Christmas party 
outfit, so choose 
wisely. 

Magenta sequin 
top by Oasis, 
£35

Aladdin’s lamp 
embellished 
hard case clutch 
by Accessorize, 
£40leopard beaded 

flap over clutch by 
Accessorize, £30

SUPER GIRLY DRESSES

7 VELVET

8 LACE
From the catwalks to our closets, lace 
is the sexy and dominating fabric of 
the season. Invest some of your hard 
earned savings in some luscious lace 
pieces which will certainly give you 
that signature look you’re looking for.

10 ROCK CHICK

This fierce and feisty fashion fad is 
not exactly festive, but it will get you 
geared up for some frivolous fun.It’s 
great for a casual Christmas gathering.

9 CLASSIC LBD

This sleek timeless piece is the ultimate staple dress and is available in a 
variety of fabrics and styles. Feel free to mix things up with splashes of 
colour, whether it’s with a purple pair of heels or bright accessories.

Black lace and 
velvet dress by 
Warehouse, £45

Pale pink lace 
cami by Miss 
Selfridge, £22

lace big 
shoulder top by 
Topshop, £32

Black bandeau 
sequin dress by 
Lipsy, £55

Black 
feather tutu 
dress by Oasis, 
£150

Black stud dress 
by Dorothy 
Perkins, £35

Sequin puff 
ball dress by 
Topshop, £65

leather-
look biker jacket 
by New Look, 
£40

Black sequin 
zebra print top 
by Tesco, £10

Black sequin leggings 
by Matalan, £16

The ultimate party wardrobe has arrived, and not just 

by any retailer. The long-awaited collection, Jimmy 

Choo for H&M, is finally here! Since its announce-

ment in May 2009, customers have been itching to get their 

hands on these affordable and limited edition shoes, hand-

bags and clothes.

World renowned designer Jimmy Choo is celebrated glob-

ally, so his H&M collection will certainly work wonders for 

the high street retailer. Not only are they featuring Choo´s 

famous killer heels, but the clothing has been designed 

to complement the accessories, making life that little bit 

easier! H&M are certainly no amateurs when it comes to 

collaborating with distinguished designers. Only recently did 

they host Matthew Williamson’s vibrant summer collection. 

Nevertheless, nobody can deny that H&M have significantly 

stepped up their game with this one.

Jimmy Choo president, Tamara Mellon, said: “Jimmy Choo 

will bring to H&M a sophisticated, fashion forward, acces-

sible and glamorous collection - the perfect party pieces to 

buy now and then wear out that night!”

Tenacious customers patiently queued outside the flag-

ship store in Oxford Street on Saturday 14 November, a day 

of severe gales and rain, determined to get their hands on 

some Choos. With affordable prices such as these, it would 

be a crime to fashion not to take advantage of this brilliant 

team-up! 



BEAUTy

Behind Celebrity Faces: Secrets Revealed
The party season is finally here. Whether it be a family get together or a Christmas do, Mandy Cohen has discovered the lat-
est makeup trends by Nadia, the fabulous makeup artist behind the famous faces of The Pussycat Dolls, Justin Timberlake 
and Helena Christianson, to name a few. Nadia, who has been a makeup artist for nine years, has also worked on london 
Fashion Week, and done makeup for shows by Roberto Cavalli, Dior and Topshop. Now a freelance makeup artist, Nadia 
shares a few tips on how to look drop dead gorgeous this Christmas. 
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What is the best way to update my look this season?

This season all the designers are doing a modern take on the eighties by 

softening the edges and using jewel tones. For example, try using bot-

tle green, plum or royal blue instead of black for sexy smoky eyes with a 

modern twist. Deep coloured lips in plums and reds are also huge.  But 

remember to keep it modern. Try to stick to one statement make up look at 

a time, to ensure you don’t look like you stepped out of a time warp.  

 If I invest in one new product, what should it be?

Probably a good foundation or tinted moisturiser (I swear by Chantecaille 

– a makeup company).  Perfect skin is one of the biggest trends of the 

moment and it will carry you through the party season with 

aplomb. 

 What’s the best makeup to wear 

on my eyes this winter?

A jewel coloured eye shadow is very 

versatile; it can be used to colour the 

lid, layered up for a smoky look 

and also as a liner if used 

wet. 

Glittery makeup is 

also huge this win-

ter. The modern 

textures are 

much more 

finely milled 

and so don’t settle or create an unflatter-

ing glare, but instead create a soft glow 

on the face.  Try it out if you can. Any col-

our works for this so go crazy with gold’s 

and silvers, or subtle pastels.

 Give us a makeup secret!

Use a lightweight concealer in the inner 

corner of the eye as well as the under the eye to get 

rid of shadows. It really works!

 What are your top tips for glamorous party makeup this sea-

son?

-         Don’t follow rules religiously. If it looks good its right!

-         This time of year is perfect for experimenting, so play around   

          with colours that you don’t normally use.

-         Try going for a theme, such as rock chick/80’s/pretty/nudes etc  

          as that can help pull everything together

-         Be your gorgeous self! Make up is fun so enjoy being any version 

          of you that you feel like being that day! 

About Nadia

Make-up tips

What is your most memorable 

moment as a makeup artist? 

The first time I was chief makeup 

artist - it was a very surreal and a 

proud moment. I felt my hard work 

was being appreciated, that meant 

a lot. 

What is your beauty obsession?   

I can’t live without Stilas lip and cheek convertible colour in poppy (above 

right). I adore the way that one product can make me look totally polished 

in about five seconds. Oh, and a bit of concealer never hurts! 

What is your beauty weapon?

Definitely black eyeliner. When I’m having an ugly day I pop on a bit of eye 

liner and it makes me feel good. It’s my failsafe, and it works on everyone! 

Visit www.nadiamakeup.com to book Nadia for your special day! 

The iPhone: We see them 
everywhere; people listen-

ing to music on it, flick-
ing through applica-

tions, watching 
videos... the list 

goes on. One 
of the most 

h a n d y , 
r e l i -

able and fun filled mobile phones 
you’ll ever see. 
If you’re the type of person who still 
isn’t quite sure what the hype is about, 
then let me put it in simple words for 
you. Want to watch a movie but don’t 
know the film times? Are there any 
nice places to ear nearby? What’s the 
latest football match score? The an-
swer is all in the iPhone. 
An easy-to-use device, the iPhone 
has just about every application you 
can think of.  Its large screen gives 
you a smoother experience of using 
this piece of technology. The resolu-
tion and quality of image on iPhone 

makes it even more pleasurable to 
operate.

In competition with the 
Blackberry, iPhone wins 

hands down. There is 
much more to the 

iPhone than peo-
ple think. Secure 

and quick ac-
cess to your 

email is 
j u s t 

one 

of the many features the phone holds. 
However The ‘Bump’ application is 
the most exciting bit. Just by bump-

ing your phones together you can 
transfer information instantly. We 
should thank Apple Mac for coming 
up with such a life-changing phone. 
Once you have one, you’ll be totally 
addicted and wouldn’t go anywhere 
without it. 
Unlike the Blackberry, the iPhone 
has a built in iPod. Who needs to 
carry two things when they’re in-
tegrated into one? The only advan-
tage of Blackberry was the ‘Black-
berry Messaging’ feature. However, 

the iPhone has a very similar app 
called ‘Whatsapp’ which does 

just about the same thing. You 
can even watch SKY TV on 

your iPhone nowadays. 
So there is no compe-

tition, whatever the 
Blackberry can do, 

the iPhone does 
better!

Black-
B e r r y : 
the most 
enjoyable and 
efficient phone 
around. With five 
different models 
from a pretty and pe-
tite Pearl to a bigger and 
better Bold or a convenient 
Curve, you’ll be lost for choice. 
All BlackBerrys hold multiple e-
mail addresses, internet access, an 
inbuilt camera, GPS, a sound record-
er , password protection, BlackBerry 
messenger, and a small keyboard for 
all you tech-savvy computer experts. 
Furthermore, a recent study found 
that 35% of people chose their Black-
Berry over their spouse. Need I say 
more? 
If the above hasn’t convinced you, let’s 
get down to the gruelling BlackBerry-
iPhone comparison. I’m confident 
that by the time you’ve finished read-
ing this, you’ll be bustling down to the 
shops to buy a BlackBerry. 
Firstly, RIM sold over 100,000 more-

BlackBerrys than Apple did iPhones 
this year, proving BlackBerrys rock! 
One of their buyers was none other 
than Barack Obama. Yes, that’s right; 
the president of the USA has a Black-
Berry. If he can rule the world with 
that little device, think about what 
you can do with it! 
BlackBerry is notoriously famous for 
BlackBerry messenger, also known as 
‘BBM’ - a free instant messenger for 
BlackBerry users all over the world. 
All you have to do is add the 
other persons pin èt 
voila they 

a r e 
o n 
y o u r 
BBM list. 
Images and 
voice notes are 
also fun features!  
iPhone recently cre-
ated the ‘WhatsApp’ 
application which is 
similar, but nowhere near 
as cool and original as BBM!
An annoying feature of the 
iPhone is that it’s a touch screen 
meaning the oils in your fingers will 
inevitably make your screen grimy 
and gross. You’ll have to constantly 
clean it. Also, because of its glass 
screen, it can easily crack and break! 
A BlackBerry on the other hand has a 
practical keyboard and a strong plas-
tic screen. If you like touch screens 
then fear not. BlackBerry has created 
a touch screen - the Storm. You can 
get the best of both worlds! 
Phone users will often gloat about 
how their phone is also an iPod, which 
is pretty cool. However, for £7.00 you 
can buy a 4 GB memory card which 
holds up to 1000 songs – job done! 
iPhones also have countless applica-
tions, but honestly, who needs those 
useless applications! BlackBerrys are 
more practical. 
Lastly, batteries! BlackBerrys have 
a longer lasting battery 
life than the 

iPhone 
with its 
power saving 
standby button. 
Also, you can’t 
manually remove 
the iPhone battery, 
which can cause serious 
problems. 
So I think we’ve established: 
you want a toy phone? Go for the 
iPhone! You want a useful phone? 
Buy a BlackBerry! 
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The holidays are just around the 
corner and many of us are finding 
it hard to come up with the neces-
sary funds to shower our loved 
ones with gifts. So City Offline has 
drawn up a list of high streets 
shops offering student discounts 
this Christmas to help you tackle 
this dilemma. Happy Shopping!

Aldo – 10%

Apple – various discounts

Barrats – 10%

Body Shop- 10% off skin care products

Borders – 10%

Burtons* – 10% 

Dorothy Perkins – 10%

Dune – 10%

Esprit* – 10%

Faith – 10%

French Connection – 10%

Gap* – 10% (Student VIP members)

Game – 10% (w/ Game Rewards Card)

HMV – 10%

Karen Millen – 10%

La Senza – 10%

Mango – 10%

Miss Selfridge – 10%

New Look – 10%

Oasis*- 10% 

Office - 10% 

Optical Express – 25%

Orange – (various offers)

Original Levi Stores – 10%

Puma – 10%

Republic – 10%

Ryman – 10%

Schuh – 10%

Snappy Snaps- 10% (off film only)

Sunglass Hut* - 10% 

Superdrug* – 10% 

Ted Baker – 10%

Timberland – 10%

Topman/Topshop – 10%

United Colors of Benetton – 10%

UNIQLO – 10%

Warehouse – 10%

*NUS required

Blackberry - Mandy Cohen

iPhone - Seher Mahmood

iPhone versus BlackBerry

Stila Lip 
and Cheek 

Convertible Colour: 
Nadia swears by it.

Can you tell a story?

email cityoffline@city.ac.uk
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A FOR ABANDON  ABHORRENCE
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By Alisha Haridasani

“You want to know 
what I think?” says 
the white man, as 

the camera zooms in on his face. 
This white man speaks angrily on 
state-owned TV, claiming it is nec-
essary to get rid of “immigrants, 
Muslims, homosexuals, terrorists, 
disease ridden degenerates” and 
‘cleanse Britain’. Sound familiar? 

No, I’m not describing the recent 
appearance of Nick Griffin on BBC’s 
Question Time. I was describing a 
scene from the surreal and chilling 
film V for Vendetta. However, the 
similarity between that scene and el-
ements of our reality at this moment 
is scarier than the film itself and Nick 
Griffins’ face put together.

Our reality right now is a mixture 
of publically racist comments and 
vulgar racist attacks. On November 
5, a racist attack took place on City 
University grounds – near the social 
sciences building on St. John Street 
– by a mob of 30 youths, according 

to Press Association. They attacked 
several Asians with sticks and metal 
poles, of which four were taken to 
hospital for stab wounds. This was 
after another attack that took place 
just three days earlier on November 
2, again, against Asian students of 
the Islamic faith and again, near our 
university. 

We’re told that Britain is a truly 
multicultural society; that it may be, 
but the undertones of racism and 
discrimination never really left. Sure, 
things have improved since 1950 and 
racist attacks might have waned, but 
racism is still alive and kicking and 
affecting our lives every day. For ex-
ample, Pakistanis are still at the bot-
tom of the socio-economic ladder 
and are twice as likely as Indians to be 
unemployed, as stated in The Specta-
tor. The tense war-time atmosphere 
is seen as a reason for a surge in rac-
ism but there is never an explanation 
for racism: economic downturns or 
the tumultuous politics of the wider 

context cannot justify racism. It hap-
pens because some people are very 
narrow-minded and thus grab onto 
any excuse to express their complete 
obliviousness. 

What shocks me is how ineffective 
the initiatives to prevent this sort of 
thing actually are. 

The results of Teachers TV sur-
vey were quoted in Parliament as 
an Early Day Motion because they 

revealed that 55.1 per cent of teach-
ers are aware of racist bullying tak-
ing place in their schools, but didn’t 

know what the best course of action 
to take was. 

Looking through police reports 
that are published annually on Di-
rectgov, I found that there wasn’t a 
separate category for ‘racist attacks’. 
There are violent attacks, sexual at-
tacks, robbery or organized crime 
and the likes. But, no ‘racist attacks’ 
category. 

That is probably because it is a dif-
ficult category to define and quantify. 
Saying certain politically incorrect 
things while in an angered state of 
mind might not actually reflect your 
perception of people and your inten-
tions. Or, acting in a particularly vio-
lent way against another person that 
made you angry and just so happens 
to be from another race, may not be 
a racially driven attack. So, there may 
be difficulties in drawing the line be-
tween a violent and a racist attack. 
But, even a tokenistic category to act 
as deterrence of further attacks could 
be a logically valid idea. 

I think that the steady growth of 
the BNP and the more frequent and 
freaky appearances of Nick Griffin 
should be a reason to improve ini-

tiatives that have already been im-
plemented to protect human rights 
and equalities. There’s a lot in place, 
like the recent Equality Bill and the 
Equality and Human Rights Com-
mission (EHRC), but they just need 
to grow some teeth and actually slay 
the racist beast.

Reality is scarier 
than the film itself 
and Nick Griffin’s 
face put together

KNOWlEDGE FOR SAlE?
By Paul Anderson

At first sight, 
the universities 
should count as one of the Labour 
government’s success stories. 

Something like 45 per cent of 
young Britons now go to university 
– more than double the proportion 
in the early 1990s – and British uni-
versities attract more students from 
abroad than ever before. Over the 
past few years there has been seri-
ous investment in the infrastructure 
of higher education. Just about every 
university has impressive new build-
ings and revamped lecture theatres 
and offices. At City we have a spank-
ing new Department of Journalism, 
new library facilities and a fantastic 
new Social Science building. 

But there are storm clouds on the 
horizon. After more than a decade 
of expanding budgets, universities 
– like every other part of the public 
sector – now face painful belt-tight-
ening. How to pay for higher educa-
tion is one of the hottest potatoes in 
British politics.

Peter Mandelson, the business and 
enterprise secretary, whose depart-
ment has taken over responsibility for 
the universities, effectively kicked the 
hot potato into the long grass earlier 
this month when he announced that 
the myriad issues surrounding fund-
ing and student support would be 
part of a review that – with de facto 
support from the opposition Conser-

vatives – will not be published until 
after the next general election, due by 
next spring.

What Mandelson and the Tories 
have in mind is clear, however. With 
public spending cuts pretty-much 
inevitable whoever wins the election, 
the political class is looking at how it 
can get students to pay more for their 
university tuition. The core agenda is 
simple: increased tuition fees.

It’s not hard to work out why 
this makes sense for government 
and the main opposition party. The 
universities are going to need more 
money; and paying for universities 
from general taxation is not popular. 
Even with the massive increase in 

higher education participation in the 
past 10 years, there’s serious resent-
ment among working-class taxpay-
ers about subsidising students to get 
degrees that will get them well-paid 
jobs. As the cliché has it, why should 

the dustman pay for the banker’s son 
to get on in the world?

So the mainstream consensus is 
that – somehow – students will have 
to pay more for their degrees. The 
problem, however, is that on the cur-
rent student funding model, whereby 
most students borrow money at low 
interest to pay for (still partly sub-

 There are 
storm clouds on 
the horizon

Have an opinion? Send your thoughts and comments in to city.offline@googlemail.com

sidised) tuition and for living costs, 
any increase in the burden of debt 
students can expect on graduation 
would be a serious disincentive for 
would-be students to sign up for 
higher education, particularly among 
young people from poorer families.

There is an alternative that would 
neatly sidestep both the problem of 
the dustman paying for the banker’s 
son and the disincentive of debt: a 
graduate tax. The idea of adding 1p 
in the pound to graduates’ income 
tax bills was considered but rejected 
when the Labour government in-
troduced top-up fees in its second 
term. At the time, it was considered 
too risky politically. Now, it looks by 
far the fairest option for sorting out 
higher education funding.

V opposes a communist government in 
the 2005 blockbuster V for Vendetta.

Paul Anderson is a lecturer at City 
University and the course director for 
the undergraduate Journalism course.

with the public hence she gets the 
lowest number of votes.

Admit it. If you watch The X Fac-
tor, you are more intrigued and ex-
cited to see Jedward’s performance 
every Saturday. Even if you hate 
them, you still want to see their per-
formance. The hate campaigns on 
Facebook and audience booing needs 
to stop now; quite frankly the public 
are bullying the young lads, who in 
all honesty have every right to be on 
the show. 

X-FACTOR: WHAT MATTERS MOST
By Heena Tailor

As for Simon Cowell, we can come 
up with numerous reasons for his ac-
tions on Sunday night: get the strong 
singers out - Jedward attract a lot of 
viewers and therefore help to line 

However, along with talent, all the 
contestants need to showcase lik-
ability and personality. This the twins 
can do brilliantly and even though 

they can’t sing, the public like them. 
Lucie doesn’t know how to connect 

Relax, it’s only a show. 
3000 complaints is an 
utter waste of time. 

At the end of the day Lucie really-
received the lowest number of votes. 
End of story. 

This weekend saw the Irish twins 
survive the sing-off with Lucie Jones 
after judge Simon Cowell turned to 
the public result.

Now yes, of course, The X Factor 
is a singing contest and clearly Lucie 
has a lot more talent than the twins. 

 It’s not life 
or death

Mr Cowell’s pockets with even more 
money. But, like he said on The Xtra 
Factor: “It’s not life or death.” The 
contestants are recording a charity 
single this week and that’s what mat-
ters. It’s not all about fame, Simon 
realises there are more important 
things to do.

So, all the people complaining to 
ITV and OFCOM ask yourself, why 
didn’t you vote for Lucie if you feel 
this strongly about her talent?

Visit Heena Tailor’s blog at 
cloudwithapinklining.wordpress.com

Bullied?: Irish twins Jedward

Stunning views of perfectly thatched terracotta roofs in bruges, belgium; by heena Tailor Flowers in full bloom on the Rhone riverside, Geneva,  Switzerland; By dilan Raphiann

Colourful caged birds in Las Ramblas market, Barcelona, Spain; By dilan Raphiann Surreal westside sunsets from the the Colony Club in St James, Barbados; By jay bains
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Each month City Offline publishes a selection of fantastic photographs by students. 

Motor boat navigates across glistening lake at dawn, Norway; 
by Shumaila  hussain

Campaign for endangered species; by heena Tailor Graffiti art, downtown Barcelona; By dilan Raphiann

Submit yOUR best shot to city.offline@gmail.com or 07989 747 507

yOUR BEST SHOT
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Τhis Is It: an incredible tribute to a legendary performer

EXHIBITIONS TElEVISION 
Maharaja: The Splendour of India’s Royal Courts
Victoria and Albert Museum (10 October 2009 - 17 January 2010) 
Price: £11 (£6 for students)

By Meliha Hayat and Dilan Raphiann

Modern Family
Directed by Jason Winer and Randall Einhorn

We all enjoy a bit of Indian culture, 
whether it’s the food, clothing or 
jewellery, India has certainly made a 
great impact on multicultural Britain. 
The Victoria and Albert Museum has 
opened a new exhibition, showcas-
ing the rich history of some of India’s 
iconic rulers. 

The term Maharaja or ‘great kings’ 
conjures up images of excess and exu-
berance, and by showcasing elaborate 
life size replicas of elephants, horses 
and Rolls-Royce’s the exhibition is 
certainly true to form. 

On entering the exhibition you are 
met by a life size image of Amar Singh 
II, a maharajahs who ruled over In-
dia in the late 18th Century. But this 
imposing image is only a preview of 
the grandeur that is yet to come. 

The exhibition is spread over five 
rooms beginning from the early 18th 
century -during the decline of the 

  Mughal empire- and ending with 
India’s independence from the Brit-
ish rule in 1947. 

Each artefact is ordained by jewels 
and bright fabrics. Even presumably 
simple everyday items are shown as 
extraordinary; hair combs are gold 
plated, rugs embroidered with pearls 
and even ruby set shoes.

Attention to detail is clearly prom-

inent as each painting is a credit to 
precision. The procession of Raja 
Ram Singh II of Kota, c1850 is a 
strong lively image. From the rings 
around the elephants trunk to the 
individual expression of the crowd’s 
faces, every detail has been captured 
to perfection. 

 The tour gives you food for 
thought as you venture into the po-
litical and social climate of the Maha-
raja’s rein. 

Besides the religious influences 
of Hinduism and Islam, you can see 
a strong influence of ‘British India’ 
creeping into their developing life-
styles, from education to dress, subtle 
changes start to take place.  It is here 
that we see the effects of western style 
and status on Indian rule. Alongside 
the artwork, short videos and music 
add to the atmosphere and demon-
strate the change from east to west.

The exhibition leaves the visitor 
with a lasting impression and a desire 
to know more. The images are a clas-
sic depiction of a by-gone era and it is 
definitely worth a look, even if it’s just 
for the gift shop where you can take 
home a mini Maharaja.

  
The V&A is located  on Cromwell Road, 
South Kensington, London  SW7 2RL

EXHIBITION HIGHLIGHTS

1Scroll- placed at the beginning 
of the exhibition- this amazing-

ly intricate scroll (painted between 
1825-1830) shows the Maharajah 
of Mysore at the head of a religious 
procession which is littered with 
decorated elephants, statues of 
Hindu deities and fireworks.  

2Life size elephant- possibly 
one of the most impressive fea-

tures to the exhibition- the life size 
model is adorned in colour covers 
and jewels. 

3Beaded rug- this circular rug 
was made entirely of beads and 

pearls. 

4Patiala necklace- a grand neck-
lace designed by Cartier for the 

Maharajah of Patiala in 1928 on his 
birthday. It includes no less than 
2,930 diamonds weighing almost 
1,000 carats. 

5Gift shop- includes replicas of 
some of the jewellery pieces 

as well as paisley totes and note 
books. Traditional Maharajah 
dolls were a popular choice priced 
between £15-25.   

Besides bellbottoms and the spread-
ing of flower-power across the globe, 
the sixties is predominantly a decade 
famous for the escalating influence of 
pop music and the culture it nour-
ished. Essentially, it is the sixties’ 
legendary bands and musicians who 
played a central role in establishing 
the look and sounds of the era.

Beatles to Bowie pays tribute to 
these cultural icons while giving the 
public a chance to revisit the ‘Swing-
ing Sixties’ and soak up the time’s en-
chanting atmosphere. The exhibition 
brings together 150 striking photo-
graphs, (100 of which are presented 
for the first time) of the decade’s 
leading pop personalities. It features 
a range of rare images of The Beatles, 

The Rolling Stones, David Bowie and 
Jimi Hendrix.

The cultural icons are eternalised 
in the extraordinary portraits cap-
tured by both the younger and the 
more established photographers of 
the time; such as  David Bailey, Cecil 
Beaton and Norman Parkinson.

 The whole exhibition acts as a 
comprehensive guide to the decade. 
It is set up chronologically and evoc-
atively illustrates how image, perfor-
mance, fashion and music changed 
and merged throughout the sixties to 
create the time’s pop icons. 

Albeit it is the Beatles and the 
Rolling Stones who are featured most 
prominently - undeniably dominat-
ing the exhibition, it is truly fascinat-

Beatles to Bowie: the 60s exposed 
National Portrait Gallery (15 October 2009- 24 January 2010)  
Price: £11 (£9 for students)

ing to follow the bands’ evident trans-
formation. They are at first presented 
as fresh-faced teen idols and later as 
the catalysts for social and political 
activism they become known for as 
the decade progresses.

Along with the delightful pho-
tos, each exhibition space includes 
a charming vitrine, holding a collec-
tion of record covers, articles, signed 
portraits as well as the sixties’ leading 
pop-magazines.

Beatles to Bowie is a remarkable ex-
hibition. But be aware, upon leaving 
you’re likely to experience an aching 
pop nostalgia along with a sudden 
desire to hop on a time machine. 

The NPG is located on St. Martin’s Pl, 
London, WC2H 0HE

It is rare to come across such laugh 
out loud comedies; but I’ve literally 
been crying with laughter at some of 
scenes from the new US hit comedy 
Modern Family. What makes it so 
funny is that it is shot in a single cam-
era mockumentary style, which gives 
it a reality TV feel reminiscent of The 
Office and Arrested Development. 

It is a very simple concept; the 
show revolves around modern fami-
lies in LA in an unnamed suburb. It 
centres on three households  that are 
interrelated through Jay Pritchett, his 
son Mitchell Pritchett and his daugh-
ter Claire Dunphy. 

Characters include an over-ma-
ture 11 year-old, a gay couple who 
have recently adopted a Vietnamese 

baby, and a pair of young parents try-
ing to befriend their kids rather than 
discipline them.

The witty script, invading camera 
angles and brilliant comic timing 
make it an instant classic and will 
definitely be renewed for a second 
season and that is a feat in the current 
climate of television. The chemistry 

 Characters 
gift us with some 
comedy gold 

between the characters is evident and 
it works and the awkward silences, 
the family gatherings and the stand 
offs between characters gift us with 
some comedy gold. 

The pilot has been met with unani-
mously positive reviews. It received a 
‘critically acclaimed’ Metacritic score 

 Witty script, 
invading camera 
angles 
of 86/100, with viewers scoring it at 
an 8.6. Entertainment Weekly gave it 
an A-, calling it: “immediately recog-
nizable as the best new sitcom of the 
fall.” The Times described the show 
as: “the funniest new family comedy 
of the year.” 

It’s nice to see creativity prevail 
over reality shows as such; ratings are 
much higher for reality shows these 
days and definitely stifle the creativ-
ity process. But this show is “LOL 
crazy mad fun” as the hip Phil would 
say. As well as making us laugh, it 
also challenges us to accept uncon-
ventional domestic stereotypes. 

Michael Jackson  was the King of Pop. 
He transformed the lives of millions 
with his magical voice, sensational 
songs and iconic dance routines.
    After his tragic death at 50 from a 
cardiac arrest the world was in a state 
of shock, it marked the end of an in-
credible era. 
   This Is It offers an insight into what 
would have been his most unbeliev-
able come-back tour in London this 
summer. It is possibly the greatest 
tribute to the life of Michael Jackson.  
    Taking the audience on an adven-
ture through Jackson’s rehearsals in 
LA., it boasts all the spectacular vi-
sual effects planned for each perfor-
mance - 11 male dancers look like an 
11,000 man army for ‘They Don’t Re-
ally Care About Us’ and a striking 3D 
version of Thriller is revisited. 

   The fact that Jackson hasn’t per-
formed in eight years is undetectable. 
His dance moves are fluent and his  
voice is immaculate. Not once is 
there a hint that he is suffering from 
any health problems. 

It’s sad to see what an amazing 
concert ‘This Is It’ would have been. 
    

Originally, the footage was never 
intended to be turned into a film; it 
was just meant to serve as a collec-
tion for Jackson’s personal library. 
So at times the film can seem a little 

John Mayer’s much-anticipated 
fourth studio album, Battle Studies is 
finally out. After three years since the 
release of his last album, Continuum, 
it doesn’t disappoint.  

    If you’re a Mayer fan then you’ll 
love this record. True to his style it’s 
filled with soft scratchy vocals and 
intricate guitar melodies.  

    The album’s highlights are ‘As-
sassin’, ‘Who say’s’, ‘Perfectly lonely’ 
and ‘War of my life’. Very similar to 

the style of songs comprising Con-
tinuum, these tracks showcase May-
er’s unique voice and have great sing 
along melodies. 

    His voice is incredibly therapeu-
tic and reminiscent of Joshua Radin 
and James Morrison. What aesthetics 
is to art, Mayer’s voice is to music. 

The weakest song on the album 
is ‘All we ever do is say goodbye’. It’s 
not bad but it’s just so repetitive that 
it actually feels like a waste of album 
space. Unfortunately, a couple of 
songs on the album have this repeti-
tive trend, which can get quite bor-
ing. But, the better songs really do 
make up for it. 

    Battle Studies also features a 
couple of rock blues tracks that re-
semble the work of Ben Harper with 
their chord progressions of the 12 
bar blues. It’s cool and funky, offer-
ing something a little different. You 
will also notice a level of maturity in 
Mayer’s musicality, thus showing his 
development as an artist. 

    The album is however miss-
ing  that heartbreaking love ballad 
such as Continuum’s ‘Slow dancing 
in a burning room’, a song like that 
would have really made it an amaz-
ing album. 

  Not as great as the last, but is cer-
tainly a beautiful, easy listen. 

Battle Studies
John Mayor 
(Columbia)

The chart-topping album 3 Words 
confirms that despite much prior 
public speculation Girls Aloud’s 
Cheryl Cole can in fact carry more 
than a tune. 

    The album is full of catchy 
r’n’b songs with great backing beats, 
which will certainly get you in the 
mood to party. With songs compared 
to the likes of Lady GaGa and Britney 
Spears, Cheryl has clearly taken the 
girly and generic pop sound of Girls 
Aloud and given it an edgy feel. 

   The undeniably catchy ‘Fight 
for This Love’ - the album’s first re-
leased single, quickly reached no 1 
in the UK charts and was named the 
fastest selling single of the year. Its 
melody complements Cheryl’s sweet 
voice and whether you like it or not 
the chorus will be at the tip of your 
tongue after only a few plays. 

    ‘3 Words’ (Cheryl’s favourite on 
the album), and the next song to be 
released, is a techno-trancey track 
perfectly fitting within the electro-
pop genre. Like many others on the 
album the song features Will.I.Am, 
who has evidently injected his signa-
ture disco beats into their collabora-
tive tracks.  

    On the whole, Cheryl’s lyrics are 
extremely personal, the 26 year old 
X factor judge wrote four of the 11 
tracks present on the album. ‘Para-
chute’ and ‘Heaven’ are about falling 
and being in love, and accordingly 
share a positive tone. Whereas ‘Rain 
on Me’ deals with heartbreak - the 
song’s sincere lyrics and pain in Cher-
yl’s voice make it quite touching. 

    Yes perhaps, it is not likely to 
stir up a political revolution anytime 
soon. But on the whole 3 Words is an 
enjoyable album, perfectly suited for 
both a chill out session as well as fun 
night out on the town. 

The film follows Bob Wilton (Ewan 
McGregor), a hapless recently di-
vorced journalist and Lyn Cassidy 
(George Clooney), a burnt out Psy-
chic Soldier  for the New Earth army 
on an erratic and at times seemingly 
pointless journey across the middle 
East in search of...well...nothing. 

Ewen McGregor gives a well 
rounded performance, portraying 
the helpless Bob Wilton as he tries to 
find meaning in his life.

But it is Clooney and Kevin Spac-
ey, as Larry Hooper - the jealous new 
recruit of the New Earth Army - that 
show immense talent in this film 
with multi layered performances, go-
ing from psychotic and subtle rage to 
sheer lunacy at the drop of a hat. 
This eccentric film takes you on a 
journey of Barney the Dinosaur in-
duced torture, men killing goats with 
their minds and a whole army base 
crumbling to dust under the effects 
of LSD. A definite must see. 

The Men Who Stare At Goats proves 
that Hollywood can still produce 

something tummy-wrenchingly hi-
larious and thought provoking.

By Sofia Sosunov

By Hannah Ali

   11 male 
dancers look like 

an 11,000
man army

repetitive. However, if you are a true 
fan you will thoroughly enjoy seeing 
Jackson show off his dance moves 
and exemplifying his perfectionist 
persona. However, if you were never 
all that much of a Jackson enthusiast 
, then you might find this two hour 
documentary painfully long. 

Initially This Is It was only meant 
to be in the cinemas for two weeks, 
but extra dates have now been added

So if you want the thriller star to 
rock your world once last time, hurry 
up and beat it to the cinema! 

 

Michael Jackson tragically passed away 
on 26 June 2009. His memorial service 
took place on 7 July 2009 at the Staples 
Center in Los Angeles, CA

Modern Family is on Sky One every 
Thursday at 8pm

By Frank Mitchell

By Rema Gouyez-Benallal

3 Words
Cheryl Cole 
(Polydor)

By Mandy Cohen

The Men Who Stare at Goats

The obscure pop punk five-piece 
from Franklin, Tennessee are fi-
nally getting recognized in the UK. 
Paramore, fronted by the charming 
flame-haired Hayley Williams, re-

leased their third album Brand New 
Eyes last month. 

In comparison with 2005’s All We 
Know is Falling as well as 2007’s Riot, 
BNE feels slightly darker almost as 
though Williams has used this record 
to get a huge weight off her chest. 

With lyrics like “The truth nev-
er set me free so I’ll do it myself ” 
(‘Careful’) and “If I’m a bad person, 
you don’t like me, well I guess I’ll 
make my own way” (‘Ignorance’) it 

fuels the rumours that the band were 
close to breaking point. 

Albeit, the album offers a couple 
of uncharacteristically slow numbers, 
Williams still manages to project en-
ergy through her voice.

BNE still offers plenty of the old 
upbeat guitar riffs and ‘shouty’ cho-
ruses that are guaranteed to go down 
a storm at their upcoming UK tour 
in December. 

Most would say that Paramore 

only appeal to adolescent girls who 
can relate to Williams’ rants about 
boyfriends and ex-best friends. How-
ever the lyrics are one above that of 
the likes of Avril Lavigne and we can 
be rest assured that Hayley will not 
resort to becoming a ‘sexed-up’ pin-
up in order to gain an extra fan base. 

Although BNE lacks the striking 
tunes  of tracks like “Misery Busi-
ness” and “Emergency,” it’s definitely 
worth a listen.

By Mandy Cohen

Brand New Eyes
Pararmore 
(Fueled by Ramen)

By Danielle Stacey

maharana ari Singh at the jagmandir, 1767

 Right: The beatles, 1964 
(Photograph by Robert Whitaker)
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COMMENTARy: ENGlAND’S CHANCES 
OF WINNING IN SOUTH AFRICA 2010
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By Hannah Ali

It has been a long 44 year wait for 
the world’s joint oldest national 
side (Scotland being the other) and 
this summer in South Africa, the 
current generation of superstars 
will be fighting for the biggest prize 
in international football once again 
- the FIFA World Cup. 

Manager Fabio Capello has re-
ignited the much needed winning 
mentality that was so blatantly lack-
ing in his predecessors. Sven was too 
laid back; Kevin was too emotional 
and Steve was clueless. 

However it is up to the players to 
do the job on the pitch and unfortu-
nately they simply have not delivered 
in past World Cup campaigns. Look-
ing back to the circus of 2006 where 
England lost to Portugal (again) on 
penalties (again), It seemed like the 
infatuation with WAGs had over-
taken the football; there was more 
press coverage about Victoria Beck-
ham and Cheryl Cole than there was 
about either  of their other halves.

England do have a good chance 
because other teams - Brazil, Argen-
tina, Italy, France and Holland - have 
all seen better years. You can never 
write off Germany though seeing as 
they were in the final in 2002, semis 
in 2006 and won it back in 1990. But 
the real threat is Spain. With the for-
midable midfield pairing of Iniesta, 
Xavi , Silva - a midfield so good that 

Cesc Fabregas  isn’t selected - and 
Fernando Torres, who is the best 
striker in the world right now. And, 
in Iker Casillas they have a superb 
keeper. Spain has an experienced 
youthful team and are currently 
European Champions. They could 
emulate the great French side which 
won the World Cup in 1998 and Euro 
2000. 

In order for England to beat sides 
like Spain, they will have to improve 
with their passing, keep possession, 
avoid long balls and bully teams in 
midfield by closing them down be-
cause out of all the leagues in the 
world, the Premier League is the fast-
est and most furious. 

Wayne Rooney is the key to Eng-

land’s success; however it is evident 
that he needs a big guy alongside 
him - whether it’s Emile Heskey, Car-
lton Cole or Peter Crouch. Without 
Rooney, England’s attacking options 
look very average. He is capable of 
spectacular moves and definitely has 
unfinished business on the interna-
tional stage having limped off injured 
in Euro 2004 and sent off in the 2006 
World Cup.

The central midfield pairing of 
Lampard and Gerrard has definitely 
excelled under the supervision of 
Capello and, with the emergence of 
Gareth Barry, I’m intrigued to see 
how the midfield will shape up. Joe 
Cole usually occupied the left side of 
Midfield over the years and has re-
cently come back from a long term 
injury. If he stays fit and plays well 

this season for Chelsea, he very well 
may re-occupy that left flank.

Without sounding too assured, 
I think it’s fair to say that England’s 
defensive options are incredibly ex-
perienced world class back bunch.  
Captain John Terry, Rio Ferdinand, 
Ashley Cole with either Glen Johnson 
or Wes Brown fighting for the right 
back position and Wanye Bridge and 
Joleon Lescott vying for left back po-
sitions. For me, a back four consisting 
of Cole, Tery, Ferdinand and Johnson 
will be hard to breach. 

My main concern is the goal-
keeping position.  David James will 
be almost 40 once the World Cup 
starts and his past howlers or general 
lack of concentration has blighted 
his career. Ben Foster hasn’t exactly 
shined for Manchester United dur-
ing Edwin Van Der Saar’s absence 
with a series of blunders early this 
season. This leaves Robert Green as 
our final option, who isn’t having the 
best of times with West Ham.  And, 
with Paul Robinson and Scott Carson 
on the fringes for past poor perfor-
mances for England, it is fair to say 
that this is the weakest position in 
the side. 

This generation of footballers are 
definitely gifted enough to make this 
nation proud. With Capello at the 
helm they will no doubt be equipped  
and mentally prepared to do the job. 

 Fabio 
Capello has 

reignited 
the winning 
mentality

What England 
will need in South 

Africa 2010: 
High levels of fitness. The World 
Cup involves a tight match 
schedule so England will need to 
be in top shape. 

Luck. Whether it’s a dodgy 
decision or rivals being knocked 
out, every world cup winning side 
has had a little luck on their side.

A mixture of youth and 
experience. Players like Walcott, 
Agbonlahor, Milner and Young can 
frighten opposition with pace and 
fearlessness. However Beckham, 
Owen and Ferdinand can add that 
reassured understanding of the 
game and deal with pressure. 

The Right Manager. Fabio Capello 
has so far injected a new found 
belief into the team; his tactics 
and disciplinarian approach 
have contributed to England’s 
impressive qualifying campaign. 
Now hopefully Capello will follow 
in the footsteps of fellow Italian 
Marcello Lippi who lead Italy to 
World Cup Glory in 2006. 

If you have a passion 
for sports and can 

string words together, 
why not be our sports 

writer? 

Email us at 
cityoffline@city.ac.uk 

to start writing.
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Key players: Lampard and Rooney
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