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JAMES AND THE TEAM SPEND CHRISTMAS
DAY IN THE VILLAGE
posted on 29 December 2010

Even for those who don't celebrate the Christian festivities, it's difficult
not to get absorbed by the Christmas season of giving, sharing and
being together with family and loved ones. With my birthday being so
close to Christmas day, this is one of my favourite times of the year,
and I religiously dedicate this time to my family.
 
This year, however, we spent our Christmas day in a rather different
way. We decided to visit the village of Jaan Lunda, the first village that
my Foundation had chosen to rebuild after the devastating flooding in
Pakistan.
 
After making the emotional decision to help those affected in the best
way I felt I could – by aiding them to rebuild their lives in a sustainable
way – we had last travelled out to Pakistan in October to identify a
village to rebuild. Having achieved this, we spent the past two months
working with our chosen partners, Islamic Relief (IR), and our due
diligence partners, Halcrow, to start rebuilding the homes. 
 

All in all, there are 84 homes being rebuilt from scratch, and several
others, which have not been completely devastated by the floods, and
only require refurbishing. IR, who are carrying out the construction and
the infrastructure, as well as putting in place livelihood measures,
estimated that the shelters would be complete by the end of January.
Therefore, on my trip to Pakistan late in December, I was
overwhelmed by the progress made by the villagers and by IR in the
redevelopment of the village. 
 

As we approached the village, I was extremely anxious to see how the
rebuild was coming along. I had kept a close eye on the progress from
London, being informed regularly by Halcrow who sent me updates,
and reports on the designs of the shelters, the cost analysis and the
time scheduling.
 
Despite the images and the reports, I was taken aback by the amount
of progress that had been made in the village. Even Halcrow
themselves have been impressed with the speed and scale at which
the teams are working to get the shelters up and running. 
 

As we walked around, we were shocked at how much the village had
been transformed. What was once rubble and scenes of desperation
and devastation, had now become a construction zone with every
member of the village working hard to rebuild their lives. The level of
activity was exciting, and the people seemed determined to come
together, get skilled and build. They were laying bricks, digging
foundations, transporting stone, making cement; and in doing so, they
are able to reshape their own futures, with us providing the material
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and the skills needed to do so. 
 

Speaking to Jaan, the village elder after whom the village is named,
and whose story of loss during the floods really tugged at my heart, I
noticed that he was a changed man. When we first met and spoke, he
was grieving the loss of his daughter and his niece, and had almost
lost his way a due to the sheer impact that the floods had had on his
life. He was hollow and almost numb; but as we met this time round,
again in the village, he was a different man. A man on a mission, not
just to build his own home, but as head of the village committee, to
help his village prosper once again. 
 

My highlight of the visit to the village was personally handing over the
completion certificates to those who now had their own completed
houses. This was a monumental achievement for the villagers, for IR,
and for The JCF as this was our goal: to give those affected the
means to rebuild their lives. By helping them with their shelters, they
could regain their dignity and get their lives back on track.
 
I could tell that Jaan and the rest of the villagers were immensely
grateful for the help they had received from our partners, donors, our
supporters and us. But I was immensely grateful for them, for their
resilience, patience and determination and for them to allow me to
help them in their journey of recovery. 
 
On reflection, my Christmas day couldn't have emulated the season
more greatly; sharing with those who had suffered and helping to give
them back the most important components of life itself, dignity and
hope.
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