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head” to the Jabberwock. While Wasikowska's acting is a little dry to begin
with, it definitely spices up as the fiim progresses

On a funny, unimportant note, it's quite mindboggling as to how Wasikowska
managed to compiete many of her adventures (including the climbing, the
traipsing and the changing body sizes) in a series of puffy dresses!

If only all cats could smile! Stephen Fry provides the perfect voice for The
Cheshire Cat. This grinning tabby cat, with its ability to evaporate into thir,
air, and reappear when it likes, is spookily necessary. Its star feature is its
disembodied head which comes in very handv later in the film. You couk
even think of the chubby Cheshire Cat as Garfield’s brother!

Alan Rickman provides the gruff, authoritative voice of Absolem. the wise
blue Caterpillar who never stops smoking. He gives Alice few answers
through the movie, and his meanness as he says to Alice, “You silly girl™. will
remind you of Professor Snape. Absolem is authoritative, all-knowing. and
the guardian of the Oraculum, an ancient document that depicts every major
event of Underiand. He challenges Alice to come to a better understanding
of herself. and gives intuitive lessons of life to her, but you wouldn't ever
imagine Snape doing this!

Bayard the Bloodhound is voiced by Timothy Spall. You feel sympathy for
this old dog as he's forced to be an accomplice to the Red Queen in fear
that his imprisoned wife and pups will be injured if he doesn’t obey. He
effectively depicts Burton's political allegory in the film as he aimost seems
~aged by the oppression. Luckily, with the help of Alice. Bayard will be
~afieved of his shackles and prove secretly loyal. becoming Alice’s ally and a
~onvenient transport system too.

Paul Whitehouse voices the March Hare who hosts the Mad Hatter's tea
parties at his Hare House. He's paranoid, anxious and slightly insane: the
latter quality could be likened to Sir Cadogan in Hogwarts! The Hare is
prone to tossing crockery and constantly wrings his ears. While pertecty
competent, there is not really a memorable moment for this Hare — he
merely goes skipping in and out of the movie, making little impact beyond
the visual

The performances which will leave you grinning like The Cheshire Cat are
those of Carroll's lovable creations, Tweedledum and Tweedledee. Little
Britain star Matt Lucas enacts both roles. but only his rubbery, rotund
features have made the finished film. The tubby Tweedle twins are
adorable, and you may want to take them home with you. Lucas’ casting is
perfectly suited to the infantile Tweedle's, who constantly disagree with one
another. Lucas said: “| imagined them as naughty Victorian children. with
their hand in the honey jar. And so | made them quite child-like which does
come naturally to me because I'm a big kid anyway.”

For the acting. Lucas had to wear a green, teardrop shaped suit which
allowed only his face to be seen. “The fat suit didn't let him to bring his arms
straight down to his sides. It gave him a volume to work with and a way of
walking that's unique” said visual effects producer Tom Peitzman. Lucas
would first perform a scene as Tweedledee and then he would play the
scene as Tweedledum

The furious, beastly Bandersnatch, at first sight. could remind you of
Hagrid's dog, Fluffy, with its teeth-baring face. Yet, this won't last for long —
Alice will work her magic on him!

Serhaps Burton shouldn’t have reworked ‘Alice in Wonderland'. This film
couid have worked better as a straight rendering of the original, with the
added plus of his humour. Furthermore, whether we could actually classify
this as a seauel is difficult to answer because Alice spends a lot of the film
claiming not to remember anything from her previous adventures. and the
characters do pretty much the same things as they did when they first me!
he-
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Nevertheless, ‘Alice in Wonderland' has inspired a host of real-world fashion
from Donatella Versace's Spring/Summer 2010 runway collection to
accessories by Stella McCartney. to one-off dresses from the late Alexander
McQueer

Also. renowned crystal manufacturer Swarovski launched its own exclusive
ieweilery collection while OP!I created four limited-edition Nail Lacquer
shades inspired by the film. There's a chance for every girl to get a little
Alice in her!
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